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Hayden Businessman Begins Serving Eight Year Prison Term for Fraud 


The former owner of a Hayden-based medical equipment supply company began serving an eight year prison sentence today for fraudulent billing, obstructing justice and money laundering.

Christopher Close, 36, was convicted in July of routinely billing Medicare or Medicaid for power wheelchairs but delivering low-priced scooters. The jury found that Close, owner of Back N’Action medical equipment company, took advantage of vulnerable or elderly clients in his scheme. During sentencing in February, U.S District Judge Edward J. Lodge sentenced Close to eight years in prison to “do justice to the victims,” who were “devastated, hurt and taken advantage of” by Close.

Judge Lodge also fined Close $50,000 and ordered him to repay $216,000. Upon completion of his eight year prison term, Close will serve three years of supervised release. 

“The court sends a clear message with this sentence that it does not tolerate criminals taking advantage of vulnerable people and taxpayer dollars,” says Mond Warren, Bureau Chief of Audits and Investigations for the Department of Health and Welfare. “We will continue to prosecute anyone who fraudulently takes public assistance from people who need help.”  If people know of fraud occurring, Warren encourages them to contact the state’s toll-free fraud hotline at 1-866-635-7515.
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