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Health and Welfare Awards Seven Grants to Improve Rural Healthcare Access
The Department of Health and Welfare’s Rural Health Care Access Program has awarded seven grants to improve healthcare access in Idaho. Caribou Memorial Hospital, Cascade Medical Center, City of Grace, City of Spirit Lake, Genesis World Mission, Oneida County Hospital, and Syringa General Hospital were selected to receive grants totaling $273,900.

The Rural Health Care Access Program was established in 2000 to improve access to primary medical care and dental health services in areas designated as Primary Care or Dental Health Professional Shortage Areas, or Medically Underserved Areas. The program provides grants to governmental and non-profit organizations that propose activities and services to improve healthcare access in qualifying rural communities. 
“These grants provide our rural communities with a resource to overcome the barriers that limit healthcare access in rural Idaho,” said Mary Sheridan, Director of the State Office of Rural Health. “The Rural Health Care Access Program allows applicants the flexibility to design activities and programs that work best in their own communities.” 
The individual grants include:
· Caribou Memorial Hospital in Soda Springs received $39,235 to support the retention of a physician assistant to provide primary healthcare services in Caribou County;  
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· Cascade Medical Center in Cascade received $23,900 to provide low-income patients with access to endoscopy and colonoscopy services;

· City of Grace was awarded $39,965 to support the retention of a dentist; 

· City of Spirit Lake was awarded $19,800 to recruit and retain a physician assistant or nurse practitioner to provide primary healthcare services;
· Genesis World Mission, operating as Garden City Community Clinic in Garden City, received $26,300 to provide administrative support to the free clinic;
· Oneida County Hospital in Malad City received $78,900 to recruit and retain a family practice physician; and

· Syringa General Hospital in Grangeville was awarded $45,800 to support the retention of a family practice physician.

In Idaho, 90 percent of the state is designated as a Primary Care Health Professional Shortage Area, and 92.4 percent is designated as a Health Professional Shortage Area in Dental Health.  One of the most significant health issues for the state is inadequate access to a primary care physician, physician assistant, nurse practitioner, or dentist in rural areas.  

Rural areas often face challenges to attract and maintain healthcare professionals in their communities. Some factors confronting rural areas, and their healthcare providers, include professional isolation, low reimbursement rates for health services, and vulnerability to market and policy changes. 
Nineteen Idaho communities applied for the Rural Health Care Access Program grants in 2006. 
###
(Editors: For more information please contact Mary Sheridan at (208) 334-0669)
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