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NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                Tom Shanahan April 25, 2007                                                                                                          (208) 334-0668
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED PEDIATRIC DOCTOR ADDRESSES CHILDHOOD IMMUNIZATION RECOMMENDATIONS

Dr. James H. Conway, BS, MD, FAAP, an associate professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Medicine and Public Health Department of Pediatrics, will speak to healthcare providers today at the Idaho Falls 2007 ‘Shot Smarts’ conference about recognizing the importance of influenza immunizations, methods to improve immunization coverage rates and myths and facts surrounding the immunization debate. 
The Shot Smarts conference runs from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Shilo Inn, 780 Lindsay Blvd. Dr. in Idaho Falls. Conway will provide his keynote address during the scheduled luncheon. 
The Shot Smarts immunization conferences are sponsored by the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare Immunization Program in an effort to increase the state’s early childhood immunization rate. Conferences also are held in Coeur d’Alene and Boise to reach healthcare providers throughout Idaho. Dr. Conway will give two separate keynote lectures, “Influenza Immunizations - Shifting and Drifting,” which will cover the influenza disease and its complications, strategies and opportunities for prevention, and “Vaccine Safety: Facts & Myths,” that will discuss the impact of vaccine opposition and strategies for supporting local immunization programs. 
(more)
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Influenza, diphtheria, measles, pertussis (whooping cough), and polio are still widespread in many countries and can be transported as people travel around the world, leaving unvaccinated children - in the U.S. and elsewhere - susceptible. Immunizations protect children from these life-threatening diseases that can cause permanent health problems. Immunizations are recommended at birth, 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, between 12 and 18 months, and 24 months of age. Additional vaccines may be required for older children and adults. “Vaccination is the primary means of prevention but currently available vaccines are still underutilized in all groups where immunization is recommended,” says Conway. 
Dr. Conway is a member of the Wisconsin State Department of Health Committee on Immunization Practice, Chair of the UW Immunization Task Force, on the Board of Directors for the Dane County Immunization Coalition, and Chair of the Wisconsin AAP Committee on Immunizations and Infectious Disease. He is Board Certified in Pediatrics and Pediatric Infectious Diseases, and is a Fellow in the American Academy of Pediatrics, as well as a member of the Pediatric Infectious Disease Society and Infectious Disease Society of America. 

Among his many academic interests are issues related to global health for children, especially related to vaccine-preventable disease.  He is a member of the Steering Committee for the newly created Center for Global Health at the University of Wisconsin, and currently involved in a 5-year project with the World Health Organization and the Merck Foundation working toward improving immunization coverage rates in east Africa.
For more information about immunizations, call your local health department or the Idaho Care Line at 2-1-1 or 1-800-926-2588.
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