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 IDAHO UNVEILS STATEWIDE MEDIA CAMPAIGN TO COMBAT WEST NILE VIRUS

A television and radio broadcast campaign to “Fight the Bite” of West Nile virus will be unveiled on Wednesday, May 9, 2007 at noon at the Boise Centre on the Grove. The campaign features personal messages from Idaho West Nile survivors, along with Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter warning of the dangers of West Nile virus.

Last year a thousand Idahoans were diagnosed with the infection. Nearly 250 people were hospitalized, and there were 23 West Nile-related deaths in Idaho.
The four television public service announcements will be presented publicly for the first time at the news conference. Deputy State Epidemiologist Dr. Leslie Tengelsen will be available to answer questions about the importance of the campaign and educating the public about taking precautions to avoid West Nile virus infection. The PSAs begin airing on May 10 and continue into September on television and cable outlets throughout Idaho. Radio stations will broadcast similar messages. Beta format videotapes and radio MP3 copies of the PSAs will be available for broadcast news organizations at the news conference. Copies of brochures and a poster will be available for print publications.

The PSAs feature three Idaho residents who survived severe West Nile virus infections last year.  Their messages tell people the consequence of not taking precautions to “fight the bite” of mosquitoes carrying the virus. The messages also contain basic steps that people can take to safeguard their families.  
-- more --
Governor Otter is featured in a fourth PSA advising people to get their horses vaccinated. The Governor is an avid horseman and vaccinates his horses every year. West Nile virus is particularly deadly to horses. The Governor’s PSA shows him riding into camera frame on his horse to present his message.

Each announcement recommends that people take three basic steps to help avoid West Nile virus infection:  
1. Use an EPA-approved insect spray; 
2. Drain standing water from your property that can provide mosquito breeding habitat; and
3. Avoid mosquito infested areas during the hours from dusk to dawn when mosquitoes are most active.
The campaign is a joint effort of several agencies including: the Department of Health & Welfare; the Governor’s Office; Ada County; Idaho’s public health districts; the Department of Fish & Game; and the Department of Agriculture.     
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