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Outcomes 

   As a result of our presentation today, we hope 
you will: 

 Learn about free programs available through 
local libraries (in-house, outreach, electronic). 

 Learn how librarians support early learning at the 
library and in the home environment. 

 Learn about free early literacy, math, and 
science resources offered by the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries. 

 Encourage the families you work with to get a 
library card and attend library programs. 
 



Who we are… 

The Idaho Commission 
for Libraries assists 

libraries to build the 
capacity to better 

serve their clientele. 
 

 Our vision is for all parents and 
caregivers to nurture their 

children’s early literacy skills, 
and for all children to 

develop as independent 
readers and become 

lifelong learners. 

 



WHAT CHILDREN KNOW ABOUT 

READING AND WRIT ING BEFORE  

THEY LEARN  

TO READ AND WRITE. 

“Early Literacy” 



Some key findings… 

 The development of early literacy skills in a 
child’s life can better prepare that child for 
success in reading when he or she enters 
school. 

 Children who do not have early literacy 
experiences before they start going to school 
start behind and tend to stay behind. 

 Children who are not reading on grade level by 
the end of first grade have a 1 in 8 chance of 
catching up without costly direct intervention. 





THE SIX EARLY LITERACY 
SKILLS 

A foundation for reading… 



The Six Early Literacy Skills 



Have you visited your library lately? 

 Storytimes 
 Play areas 
 Books  
 Music CDs and audiobooks, DVDs 
 Storykits 
 Computers 
 E-Books (e-audio, e-pub) 
 Other programs: Music and Movement, 

Bilingual, School-Age, Parents, Child Care 



Read to Me 

1) Outreach 
2) Public Information 

3) Professional Development 



Bringing the Library to the Community 

 In middle-income neighborhoods, there are on average 13 books 
for every child. By contrast, in low-income neighborhoods, the 
ratio drops significantly to one book for every 300 children. (Neuman, 
Susan B. and David K. Dickinson, Handbook of Early Literacy Research, Volume 2, 2006) 

 
 18% of Idaho children live in poverty. For Hispanic children the 

rate is 34%. (Idaho Kids Count and Pew Hispanic Center, 2011) 

 The availability of reading material in the 
home, whether owned or borrowed 
from the library, is directly associated 
with children’s achievement in reading 
comprehension. (National Center for Education Statistics, 2001) 



OUTREACH 

Reaching “underserved” populations: 

• Child Care/Preschools/Head Start 
• Schools 
• Summer nutrition programs 
• Community partnerships 
• Clinics 
• Other agencies 
 



Books to Go from your library 

 Private daycares and preschools 
 Head Start centers 
 Developmental preschools 
 Bags of books and accompanying activity 

sheet 
 Parents check out bags from provider 
 Applications accepted now                    

(contact local library) 
 Routes to Reading grant (IMLS) 



My First Books 

 Libraries partner with daycares, preschools, and 
Kindergarten classrooms 

 Monthly storytime 
 Book a month from September – May 
 Parent newsletter, “The Bookworm” each month 
 Ages Birth – 2 (babies and toddlers); 3 – 5 

(preschool); Kindergarten 
 Early literacy event (Parent Workshop or Family 

Event) 
 Library cards 



Idaho Child Care Reads! 

 Daycares, preschools, Head Start 

 3-hour workshop 

 Early Literacy Skills 

 Hosted by library 

 Literacy Kit: books, music, other resources 

 Optional: 3 IdahoSTARS credits if facilitated by 
an approved trainer 



Jumpstart 

 Early literacy skills 
 Summer reading programs 
 Library resources 
 Activities to do at home 
 Kindergarten readiness 
 Sponsored by library, or other 

early childhood program at 
Kindergarten registration 

Look Out Kindergarten, Here I Come! 



Every Child Ready to Read 

 Family Workshops 

 Six Early Literacy Skills 

 Books, letter magnets, 
bookbags 

 Sponsored by a local 
library 



Early STEM 

Science  
Technology 
Engineering 
Math 



Fun with Math and Science 

 Family workshops at library- an extension of 
Every Child Ready to Read 

 Library programs 
 Read to Me website: 
 
 Science, technology, engineering, and math resources 

for young children 
 Interactive Math and Science game board 

 
http://libraries.idaho.gov/STEM-Resources 



Summer Learning Loss 

 Video 
(see presentation notes for link) 

 
 
 Handout  
(see presentation notes for link) 

 



Summer Reading 

 Collaborative Summer Library Program 

 Bright Futures Outreach 
• School Visits 
• School Partnerships 
• Underserved Children 

 

Dig Into Reading 



ELL @ Your Library 

 Bilingual Storytimes 
 Family Storytimes 
 Collection Development 
 Outreach 
 Library Cards 
 El día de los niños/                                               

El día de los libros: April 30 
 

http://libraries.idaho.gov/ell-your-library  

http://libraries.idaho.gov/ell-your-library


Storytimes Online 

 Tumblebooks™ 
 
 DaybyDayID.org 
 
    



Public Information 

 For parents 
 For children 
 For care providers 
 For practitioners 
 Léeme en español 
 Support materials order form 
 Special events  
 

Website: http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me 



Family Reading Week 

 Third week every 
November 

 Resource packet 
sent to every Idaho 
elementary school, 
public library, and 
VISTA Reads! 
volunteer 

 

Snuggle Up and Read! 

http://libraries.idaho.gov/idaho-family-reading-week  

http://libraries.idaho.gov/idaho-family-reading-week


Literacy Stations 

 Low- or no-cost 
 Focus on the Six Early Literacy skills 
 Three age groups:  
 Birth to 2 
 Preschool 
 Kindergarten-First Grade 

 Set up at parent events, 
meetings, home visits 

Download at libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-resources 
 

http://libraries.idaho.gov/page/read-to-me-resources
http://libraries.idaho.gov/page/read-to-me-resources
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The Bookworm 

Subscribe: http://libraries.idaho.gov/bookworm  

http://libraries.idaho.gov/bookworm


Support Materials 

 
 
  
 
 
Stop by the Read to Me table in the 

vendor area! 
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials  

http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials
http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-support-materials


WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
IDAHOCOMMISSIONFORLIBRARIES-READTOME   

Read to Me on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/idahocommissionforlibraries-readtome
http://www.facebook.com/idahocommissionforlibraries-readtome


Professional Development 

 The Scoop! 
 Fall training 
 Webinars 
 Website 
 Evaluation Projects 
 

Website: http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me  

http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me


Additional Early 
Literacy 
Support 
Materials, handouts,  
research, and 
professional 
development that is 
available… 

 American Library Association -  Every Child 
Ready to Read: Literature Review 

 Saroj Ghoting, Early Literacy Consultant: 
www.earlylit.net/   

 Hennepin County Library: 
www.hclib.org/BirthTo6/EarlyLit.cfm  

 Washington Learning Systems: 
www.walearning.com/  

 Ohio Ready to Read: 
www.ohreadytoread.org/    

 Center for Early Literacy Learning (CELL): 
www.earlyliteracylearning.org/  

 Zero to Three – School Readiness Interactive 
Tool 

http://www.everychildreadytoread.org/project-history%09/literature-review-2010
http://www.earlylit.net/
http://www.hclib.org/BirthTo6/EarlyLit.cfm
http://www.walearning.com/
http://www.ohreadytoread.org/
http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/
http://www.zerotothree.org/early-care-education/school-readiness-interactive-birth-to-3/
http://www.zerotothree.org/early-care-education/school-readiness-interactive-birth-to-3/


Questions? 



We hope that as a result of this 
session you will encourage the 
families you work with to get a 
library card, attend programs 
and events at their local libraries, 
and utilize library services. 



Thank you for joining us today. Please let us  
know if we can support your efforts  

down the road! 

Staci Shaw:  
staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov 
Stephanie Bailey-White:  
stephanie.bailey-white@libraries.idaho.gov 
Erica Compton:  
erica.compton@libraries.idaho.gov  
Julie Armstrong 
julie.armstrong@libraries.idaho.gov 
 
 
 

 

Idaho Commission for Libraries 
325 W. State St., Boise, 83702 
334-2150 or toll free 1-800-458-3271 

mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:stephanie.bailey-white@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:erica.compton@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:julie.armstrong@libraries.idaho.gov


NATIONAL INST I TUTE  OF  CHILD HEALTH 
AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT (N ICHD)  

 NAT IONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES  

 NAT IONAL ACADEMY PRESS  

READING IS  FUNDAMENTAL 

IDAHO STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF EDUCATION 

AMERICAN L IBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Sources 

See “Notes” view on presentation slides for individual studies and links 
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