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01.21.2014
Board Members in Attendance:  Charlie Aasand, Amy Cunningham, Barry Jones, Liz Lovell, Lennart Nivegard, Michele Osmond, Jim Peterson, Vaughn Rasmussen, Pam Sanford.  Tracey Sessions by phone.
Others in attendance: Patty Allen, Cameron Ball, Mark Gunning, Yezenia Lora-Salas, Betty Moore, Lena Patteson, Dave Peters, Brenda Price, Bill Slaven, Catalina Steikbauer, Brenda Valle, Rosie Ward.
Liz Lovell opened the meeting and introductions were made.   
Barry Jones moved to approve the minutes from the Oct. 15, 2013 meeting.  Betty Moore seconded the motion, and the notes were approved by a vote.
Legislative Update, Ross Edmunds, DHW Behavioral Health Division Administrator
Transformation Legislation
· The legislation had a print hearing yesterday.  It goes from the Governor to Legislative Services and they draft.  The committee makes the decision  whether they want to print it.  If it goes to print, then it goes back to that same Committee, and they vote on whether they want to move it forward.
· The Courts are not supporting it until they see a final bill.  
· Some changes from last year’s version are that it requires each region to maintain a Children’s Behavioral Health subcommittee and changes working from only Severe Persistent Mental Illness to Severe Mental Illness.  
· The legislation will create a Behavioral Health Interagency Cooperative, which will include consumers of Behavioral Health services and family representatives of consumers of youth services.  Other than those additional members, it looks like the Interagency Council on Substance Abuse (ICSA) looked.  
· The Behavioral Health Board would no longer be advisory.  It becomes a pseudo-governmental entity that requires fiscal control policies.  
· Region 4 has been developing a relationship with their local Public Health District.  The Health Dept. would be a fiscal agent, and there would be a cost associated with their services.  
· There has been a proposed $45,000 base funding to get these boards up and running.  Dept. of Health & Welfare would provide in-kind support, such as a phone and office.  
Behavioral Health Crisis Centers
· This legislation is on hold until the appropriations process is complete.  
· The plan is to start three the first year and two each year for the following two years.  
· A person appropriate for these crisis centers would have the symptoms of a behavioral health disorder. Length of stay is limited to 23 hours and 59 minutes per stay.
· Mark Gunning asked if these would service children or juveniles.  Ross said no because of restrictions that came through the Jeff D lawsuit prevents keeping juveniles and adults within sight and sound of each other. 
· Dave Peters said that crisis respite beds are available in Blackfoot and Idaho Falls for juveniles.   
· Ross said that the Crisis Centers isn’t legislation, but is changes to Administrative Rules.  
Criminal History Check changes
· These changes are being made to the SUDS and Mental Health Chapters.
· The changes to the background check rules are to include people with lived experience in the system.
· People who had been previously excluded from passing a background check now will have the opportunity to request a waiver.  Not all offenses can be waived.
· The waiver process has not been developed yet.  They would like to have it ready to be implemented as soon as possible after the earliest possible start date of July 1, 2014.  
E-Cigarette legislation
· This would require that electronic tobacco products would have to comply with the same rules as regular tobacco products.  This would also prevent access to minors.  
Loan Repayment Program
· This is a request that would establish a student loan repayment program for state hospitals.  Currently state hospitals are excluded from the student loan repayment programs.  This makes it difficult to recruit top medical and professional talent to the state hospitals who are working with the most complex cases.  This would use endowment funds to pay for this program.  
Children’s Mental Health Committee  - Mark Gunning 
· The Children’s Mental Health Committee has met with private providers and is compiling data from that feedback.  They have been told that tele-health must be privately funded as State programs aren’t always funding those services.  Some people mentioned that Health & Welfare services can be expensive even with the sliding fee scale.  
· They are meeting in March with a group of parents to collect input.  They are meeting in May with school personnel for more input.  
· Pam Sanford said that each school sets their own guidelines for services.  In Pocatello, schools can’t refer kids out to services.  They give parents a list of providers and let them choose from the list.  Counseling is being provided only for school-related issues, not issues from problems at home.  The school offers trackers and star coaches to address mal-adaptive behaviors related to school behaviors.  
· The group was interested to know how tele-health services can be done through Optum.  
Discussion of Cammack Award – Liz Lovell
· Liz told the group that the Cammack Award has been purchased using funds from lunch donations this year.  In the coming years, we need to find a way to pay for this award if we want to continue giving it.  
· Bill Slaven made the suggestion was made that we continue giving the award and ask for donations from the group to pay for the recipient plaque and the engraving on the plaque handing in the Human Development Center.  Patti Allen seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by a group vote.  
RAC Updates – Brenda Price
· Brenda has a copy of the movie “Anonymous People” for anyone who would like to be put on the list to borrow it.  It is the story of the recovery movement and the positive changes that have taken place.  
· There is a workshop in Boise on March 17-19, 2014.  The topic is “Developing a Recovery Community Organization.”  Two or three people from each region are attending.  
The meeting closed and was followed by a Recovery & Resiliency presentation by Optum Idaho.













