Region 6 Behavioral Health Board meeting notes
02.18.2014

Board Members in Attendance:  Linda Hatzenbuehler, Barry Jones, Liz Lovell, Howard Manwaring, Lennart Nivegard, Michele Osmond, Pam Sanford.  Tracey Sessions by phone.
Others in attendance: Patty Allen, Chris Brayton, Dale Conder, Amber Davis, Mark Gunning, John Hathaway, Heather Kemp, Fran Lands, Betty Moore, Dave Peters, Brenda Price, Bill Slaven, Brenda Valle, Matt Wadsworth.
John Hathaway opened the meeting and introductions were made.   
Barry Jones moved to approve the minutes from the January 21, 2014 meeting.  Mark Gunning seconded the motion, and the notes were approved by a vote.
State Planning Council on Mental Health update – Linda Hatzenbuehler
· They are planning to change the name to the Planning Council on Behavioral Health once the legislation S1224a passes.  
· Linda handed out a draft document of proposed board positions on the new Planning Council on Behavioral Health.  If they move ahead with this change, it would have 30 seats on the board.  The seats would be broken out by category rather than regional representation as it is now, and the Governor would make the appointments from recommendations from the regional boards.  They are proposing that the current Board members serve out their terms.  
· At the most recent meeting, they discussed and were supportive of funding the proposed Crisis Centers (S1352) as well as the legislation which would allow State Hospitals to offer a loan repayment plan for employees in the medical profession. 
· The Planning Council gave their annual awards in a ceremony that was well-attended by legislators.  
· The Crisis Center legislation goes before the Idaho Senate Health & Welfare committee this week.  There have been concerns that there were only three centers planned right now and a concern about the funding being adequate.  The Idaho Medical Association and the Idaho Association of Counties have not taken a position on the Crisis Centers.  
· Linda’s term on the Planning Council board will expire in December 2014, but she is willing to bring any concerns to them in the meantime.  The Planning Council monitors Federal block grants, which fund the community-based treatment.  They are an advisory group that provides oversight.  
· Barry Jones asked how we can submit names for the council.  Linda said that the nominations will still come from the regions.  

Discussion of Chair Positions – led by John Hathaway 
· Liz Lovell has retired and will be moving out of state, which will leave the Behavioral Health Board Chair position vacant.  
· The group decided that the board should elect two people to act as Co-Chairs for the Board.  People can email Brenda to express interest and the Board will vote on those at next month’s meeting.  The two people who receive the largest number of votes will be elected Co-Chairs. 
Roundtable Discussion
Howard Manwaring
· Howard is meeting with the Governor and Lt. Governor this week, and is willing to carry a message from the Behavioral Health Board.  Those present decided that they would ask the Governor to support Crisis Centers, the Behavioral Health legislation and the Loan Repayment legislation.  
· Howard said that the way that indigent costs are currently covered is if a person can’t pay for their medical costs in a five year period, the county picks up $11,000 and the state picks up the balance.  There is a proposal this legislative session to eliminate this catastrophic funding except for burials and mental health.  
John Hathaway
· SPAN Idaho is taking applications for the Idaho Lives project, which trains school personnel on the SOS materials.
· Children’s Mental Health has two people who are going to be trained as trainers on SOS.
Matt Wadsworth said that some people from the Tribe have been trained in ASSIST, which is suicide intervention training.  
Mark Gunning said that the Children’s Mental Health committee is gathering input from community groups.  
Brenda Valle said that Optum Idaho is starting implementation of Peer Supports.  Agencies have been expressing interest and applying.  Agencies need to apply to Optum Idaho for credentialing to offer the Peer Support service and be approved before they can bill for it.  
Heather Kemp said that Ginny Acevedo has been named Director for the Bannock Youth Foundation.  
Amber Davis said that Community Health Services is adding a substance use disorder group. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Patti Allen reported that A to Z Family Services has moved to the Bench Road building for all of their services.  They were awarded the contract to do the Drug Court treatment in the southern counties.
Michele Osmond said that there will be a CIT training next week in Pocatello.  They have over 30 officers signed up.  
Fran Lands said that the staff at A New Way Counseling is doing EMDR/IBSR training for staff so that they can address the trauma that they see so often in their clients.  
Lennart Nivegard says that IDJC is expanding their Restorative Justice programs and have twelve trainers in Idaho for that program.  They are also working to improve reintegration.
Dave Peters reported that Children’s Mental Health is working to have a presence in outlying counties and schools.
Bill Slaven said that their IDOC treatment referrals have dropped.  He said that things have gone well with Optum, but he wondered what would happen to the treatment system after all the ATR funds are gone.  
Meeting closed.
