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Region VI Mental Health Board

Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting:


December 7, 2010


Present:
Mike Stayner, Ritchie Weers, Tracey Sessions (via telephone), Amy Cunningham, Zina Magee, Barry Jones, Becky Carrier, Deric Ravsten, Lewis Andrews, Deana Molinari, Lynda Steenrod, Linda Hatzenbuehler, Robert Betts, and Sue Chadwick
Absent:
John Raukar, John Conner, Charlie Aasand, Larry Etherington, Larry Ghan, John Hathaway, and Heath Sommer
Guests:
Mark Gunning, Lynne Whiting, Terri Muegerl and Desaray Brown
Next Meeting:  
January 19, 2011 (Note: Meeting will be held on the 3rd Wednesday in January) 
I. Call Meeting to Order (Mike Stayner)
Mike Stayner called the meeting to order. Following introductions, minutes from the November meeting were approved. 
II. Discussion
Service Gap Analysis (Linda Hatzenbuehler)
The meeting was previously designated to address the Idaho State Planning Council on Mental Health’s request to provide a report specifying our Regions’ needs. The following are gaps in services as identified by the Region 6 RMHB for our region:
NEED AREAS
1.
Access

Needs:  Frontier and rural areas have limited or no resources.  In order to access services consumers must travel to larger cities.  Public transportation is limited.  State agencies have fewer staff for providing outreach into these areas.


Potential Solution:  Telepsychiatry services would enable consumers to receive psychiatric services in their home communities.  Most of the major outlying towns have the technical means to participate in these services.
2. 
Information

Needs:  Often consumers and agencies do not know what mental health resources are available or how to access them.  There is no clear single point of information identified in each geographical area.  There are some written resource lists.  However, they are often not exhaustive or current.

Potential Solutions:  A clear identified source of accurate and comprehensive information for consumers as well as agencies to assist consumers in accessing mental health or substance abuse services. This may include printed materials or internet sites.  Existing models and resources include RASAA, SEICCA and internet sites.

3.
Qualified providers
Needs:  Certification requirements related to PSR providers, decreases in Medicaid funded services, decreases in DHW Regional staff are all negatively impacting the availability of qualified providers. More availability of training for PSR workers to achieve certification.

4. Other High need areas in Region VI
· Early intervention (both mental health and substance abuse) and partial care services for children

· Day Treatment and partial hospitalization services
· Clear processes for transition services

· More destigmatization efforts

· Suicide prevention efforts

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. The next meeting will be held Wednesday, January 19, at the Human Development Center. 
/sac
