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Region VI Mental Health Board

Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting:


March 10, 2010


Present:
John Hathaway, Sue Chadwick, Barry Jones, Lewis Andrews, Ritchie Weers, John Raukar, Robert Betts, Donavan Harrington and Charlie Aasand

Absent:
Linda Hatzenbuehler, Mike Stayner, Ed Axford, Fred Zundel, Deana Molinari, John Conner, Amy Cunningham, Larry Etherington and Zina Magee
Guests:
Lynne Whiting and Steven Hadley for Larry Ghan
Next Meeting:  


April 14, 2010
I. Call Meeting to Order

Ritchie Weers called the meeting to order following introductions. New member, Robert Betts was welcomed. Chairman Mike Stayner and Ed Axford were excused.  Minutes from the February meeting were approved. 
II. Discussion
Children’s Mental Health (Ritchie Weers)
Ritchie reported that there have been many changes. Last week it was announced that Blackfoot would be moved to Region 7 effective April 1. This would necessitate moving some staff. This week it was determined that the move wouldn’t take place probably until the beginning of the next fiscal year, July 1, but the date is not for certain. There is concern with the budget proposals there will be layoffs. 
The discretionary funds that the Idaho Federation of Families has had available for Children’s Mental Health has been discontinued. The $2,000 that was to be appropriated for the Children’s Mental Health Conference in May will not be available.
Regional Director (John Hathaway)

John discussed some of the current budget considerations and possible ramifications. Information included:

· The legislative budget committee is currently setting the Department’s budget. By March 19, there should a clearer picture of what the next fiscal year will look like. As far as budgets are concerned, intent language eclipses state law.
· At present, all DHW offices are closing every other Friday and workers are taking furlough leave with no pay to help offset the budget deficit. 
· The state requires a balanced budget and with decreasing revenue, there will be many challenges ahead.

· Typically our state is 6 months behind the rest of the country in feeling the effects of the economy. It may be that our state has not hit bottom yet.
· Agriculture in Idaho represents about half of our tax basis. With the extremely low price of potatoes at present, revenue from this base may also decline.

· There was some discussion about federal requirements for monies the state receives from them that have to be observed. Non-compliance could result in fines; likewise compliance may result in financial rewards.

· John provided posters to encourage participation in the upcoming census.

· Marsha Brache will be gathering input from the RMHBs throughout the state and she has contacted Chairman Mike Stayner to set a date that we can meet with her.
III.
New Business
John Raukar reported that he has been in Arizona for a couple of months and that they have declared a financial emergency and plan to close the Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections. This would mean that they will close the state juvenile detention facilities in an effort to save the budget $67 million dollars.
The budget for FY 2011 will reduce substance abuse funds by 20% for adults and 15% for adolescents. This will probably result in some providers going out of business.

The minutes from the RMHB meetings will be posted by Lewis Andrews on the Department of Health & Welfare website (healthandwelfare.idaho.gov). Other pertinent information on the Board will also be available through this site, including information on the Idaho State Planning Council.
With the elimination of discretionary funding from the Federation of Families, there will not be a keynote speaker for the CMH Conference in May. They are looking for additional donations to help cover expenses. There are no registration costs for the conference and they will be giving 12-13 continuing education credits (CEUs). The conference will be held at EITEC (East Idaho Technical College) from 9-5 in Idaho Falls. Registration will be online through the website idahofederation.org after April 1. Sue will forward a flyer with information about the conference to all Board members. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:30p.m. The next meeting will be held April 14, 2010, at the Human Development Center. 
/sac
