REGION 5 MENTAL HEALTH BOARD MEETING

January 24, 2008
Members:  Bill Southwick, Bev Ashton, Rick Huber, Shirley Clark, Jim Dalos, Sarah Michael, Helen Edwards, Tom Mikesell, Lee Woodland, Tom Hanson, Janice Kroeger, Gail Miller Wray
Staff:  Duke Morton, Sally Bryan, Brenda Grupe, Frances Wright, Gary Pate, Scott Rasmussen, John Hathaway, Tom Payne, Marlene Yardley
MEMBERSHIP – Welcome new member Janice Kroeger; Membership expiration - George Jensen.
New Member (private PSR ) – Send Duke your nominations
INTRODUCTIONS-
· Frances Wright- New acting clinical supervisor for the ACT Team
· Gary Pate- Designated Examiner, SHS dispositioner, Canyonview liaison
· Region 5 does 70 – 80 DE’s per month and we are working on cutting back on the cost of housing clients before entering State Hospital South
· Brenda Grupe – Human Services Supervisor; working on Credentialing, Policy and Procedures, Strengthening Community Partners, and the State Wellness initiative
· Wellness initiative – Helps clients focus on overall wellness.  We are going to be incorporating wellness groups in our program
· Eric Martin: “New Frontiers in Addiction Treatment”, February 19th at CSI Herrett Center
TRAINING FOR FIRST RESPONDERS-

· Sheriff Tousley – Need a protocol in place so officers know what to do and where to take the person.  The jail has training but it is hit and miss.

· Bill Southwick volunteers to provide half day training on mental health issues
· There is a need for a system to be put in place between counties that is fairly similar throughout the State

· The cost for a training Region wide could be shared by community partners
COMMITMENT-

· Canyonview is the only facility available in our area
· Police officers can put a person in custody for 24 hours in Canyonview
· The DE doesn’t need to be there for the initial hold but a DE does need to be done before the 24 hours
· Tom Mikesell – Money needs to be available if we are going to put these policies Statewide
· We need to consider the transportation costs for clients to be moved somewhere besides Canyonview
· Police Protocol was passed out to members
SUBGROUP-


We need a subgroup formed to work together with counties and others to get information distributed.  The group needs to include county members and prosecutors.


Sheriff Tousley will discuss this at his meeting with other county sheriffs. 

Janice Kroeger- Prosecutors have an Association in Boise we may be able to attend.  

Sally will look into getting the minutes on our website so that everyone can know what is happening.

Sheriff Tousley and Duke will report at our next meeting on the contacts they have made.

TELECOMMUNICATION-

· Telecommunication could greatly help transportation costs with mental health hearings.  Currently police officers transport clients to hearings in different parts of the State as well as transporting clients to State Hospital South.  Telecommunication would allow police officers to be on the streets instead of traveling and it would allow families to attend hearings without having to travel a great distance.
· Teleconferencing could also eliminate the need to have a DE present at the hearing.

· Bill Southwick will report back on this process
· Note- Changes in the outpatient commitment law could change some of the issues above
· Video arraignment is already in place in the 5th district

· There could be grant money available to implement this if we could tie it to the savings
· Sheriff Tousley will investigate the cost of transporting a client from Canyonview to State Hospital South
· State Hospital South could coordinate their transporting of clients home with picking up of new clients, which could cut down the cost
ADOLESCENT INPATIENT SERVICES-

· Adolescent unit at Canyonview is closed which puts a pinch on the whole community.

· Relying on law enforcement to transport kids to Canyonview wasn’t much of a problem before but now we have to transport kids to Boise, Idaho Falls, Salt Lake City or northern Idaho.  We haven’t had a problem yet but we could soon run into one.

· Canyonview adolescent unit shut down was due to low numbers of patients
· Kids many times end up in the detention center even though legally they aren’t supposed to be there
· Clinicians will soon be in place at the detention facility
· Subcommittee for Adolescents-
· Tom Payne, Bill Southwick, Bev Ashton, John Hathaway, Teresa Escobill.

OTHER IDEAS-

· Mike Hansen- Returning vets and their issues.  National Guard in particular are returning with mental health issues.  New client base may be arriving as the treatment of those vets is lost.

· Hope for Victims of Addiction Town Hall Meeting Thursday, January 31, 2008 CSI Fine Arts Auditorium 7 PM.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend.  There is no charge for admission. Scheduled speakers include: Brent Reinke, Director of the Department of Corrections; Debbie Fields, Director of the Office on Drug Policy; Judge Mark Ingram. There will be a panel on addictions’ impact on individuals, families, and communities, as well as information on treatment options and a brief question and answer period. 

· Governors Select Committee on Healthcare will meet March 19th from 4 – 7 at the Shields Bldg. at CSI.

NEXT MEETING- March 27th
