A basic chemical spill kit should include but is not limited to:

1. Latex surgical gloves
2. Safety glasses or goggles
3. Disposable lab coats
4. Aprons or gowns
5. Paper towels
6. Spill booms or pillows
7. Vermiculite
8. Small disposable plastic broom and dust pan
9. Zipper seal type bags (1 gallon size)
10. Plastic garbage bags
11. Small bottle of detergent cleaning solution
12. Shoe Covers
13. Copy of Chemical Spill Clean up Plan
All of these items can be stored in a five (5) gallon bucket with lid. The bucket can also serve as a container for the waste that is generated by the clean up. The bucket should be labeled indicating this is a chemical spill kit.

A couple of issues:  a ‘crash cart’ is really different than what we need in an RHC.  In the RHC we are maintaining an ‘emergency drug kit’ as opposed to a full ‘crash cart’.  Following ACLS or Joint Commission standards for a crash cart is an expensive endeavor and significantly exceeds RHC requirements.  Robin’s interpretation was exactly right – the RHC reg gives us categories of medications and the clinic Medical Director ultimately decides the specific medication most appropriate for that clinic

The RHC reg calls for an emetic but inducing vomiting in a primary care office is no longer protocol for most.  Many used to store Ipecac in order to comply with this, but it’s availability is now limited.  Many are uncomfortable with activated charcoal.  Most primary care offices’ policy is to call 911 when it may be necessary to induce vomiting.  We often insert a policy in the PnP manual clinic which states exactly that – call 911.  Upon inspection by a surveyor, we point this out to them.  It has always been accepted.  

So – back to a ‘typical’ emergency drug supply.  Keep in mind – these are typical.  These specific meds are not the stated requirement.  It’s that you have one in each category.  

Analgesics - Tylenol

Anesthetics - Xylocaine, Lidocaine

Antibiotics - Rocephin

Anticonvulsants – Valium (controlled), Cerebyx

Antidotes - EpiPenR and EpiPenR Jr Auto-Injectors, Epinephrine 

Emetics - Activated Charcoal (or Call 911)

Serums/toxoids - Vaccines, Tetanus

