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ISSUE: House Bill 140, a Beer and Wine Tax Increase Proposal to help fund substance abuse treatment will have a hearing, Monday February 23 at 9:00 am (room to be announced).
 We need to take action now :
· Call, email or write all the members of the House Revenue and Tax Committee.
· Call, email or write your own Legislators.
· Attend the public hearing on February 23 whether you testify or not.
· Testify before the committee on February 23 (no more than 2-3 minutes.)
POSITION: The message is simple: substance abuse cost taxpayer dollars and treatment works. We believe finding cost-effective and a responsible way to treat substance abuse is one of our biggest health-care challenges and is essential to the health and wellbeing of Idaho.  We know that treatment works and with proper treatment people can and do recover.  We believe that treatment services to Idahoans with substance abused disorders are woefully lacking. We respectfully ask that the Legislature to support HB 140 as method to fund substance abuse treatment on an ongoing bases.
TALKING POINTS:

· Substance abuse cost taxpayer dollars and treatment works.

· The Idaho taxpayer would prefer to fund substance abuse treatment than build new prisons.

· Treatment works! The current trend for the Department of Corrections is 450 fewer prisoners in 2007 than anticipated.  The size of one prison!  In 2009 the Department of Correction gave back $4 million to the state general fund due to decline in anticipate prison population. The Legislature was told that this was in large part due to our drug courts and community treatment efforts.

· Treatment works!  Idaho data shows that 87% of clients who are in treatment do not enter the criminal justice system.

· Treatment works! At discharge, unemployment was reduced 63% for clients who entered the program unemployed.

· Treatment works!  At discharge, homelessness was reduced by 85%.

· Treatments gives hope and a future to our young people, restores our families and gives Idaho hard working and productive citizens.

CONTACING LEGISLATURE:
· We need an email and phone call campaign now.

· Make your letter respectful.  Thank them for the efforts they made last year to improve community substance abuse treatment.

· Tell them that last year’s efforts went a long way to making life better for many Idahoans.

· Tell them that untreated substance abuse is costly to our families, community and state.

· Share any personal story you may have.

· Ask them to support a beer and wine tax  increase.
WAYS TO CONTACT  LEGISLATORS:


Email           Web Site……..legislature.idaho.gov

Click on how to contact Legislators in left column, click on By Name, enter name


Phone            Message Information Center 626-0471 or toll free 800-626-0471


Fax
           800-334-5397

Who needs to hear from us? 


Representative Dennis Lake

Representative Gary Collis

Representative Lenore Barrett

Representative Mike Moyle

Representative Dell Raybould

Representative Ken Roberts

Representative Robert Schaefer

Representative Leon Smith


Representative JoAnn Wood

Representative Jim Clark

Representative Scott Bedke

Representative Dick Harwood

Representative Phil Hart

Representative George Sayler

Representative Bill Killen

Representative James Ruchti

Representative Grant Burgoyne
Representative John Rushe

