MINUTES

REGION V REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Thursday, March 12, 2009

Members Present:  Lauri Heward, Wade Falconberg, Debbie Thomas, Brent Evans, Jaci Urie, Nadean Smith, Launa Noble, Gary Kaufman, Janie Ramos, Bill Brockman, Bill Campbell, Donna Stalley, Tammy Okelberry, John Hathaway, Cindy Scott, Marlene Yardley.

Others Present:  Melissa Starnes, Jaime Goffin, Melina Gritton, Treena Clark, Jennifer Homberg, Annette Ludington, Nancy Kunau.

	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Approval of January 8, 2009 Minutes.  Visit www.rac5.dhw.idaho.gov
	None
	A motion to accept the minutes as presented was made by Lauri Heward seconded by Debbie Thomas, approved by all.

	Central Office Update
	Data collection remains to be paramount to our future budget allocations.  1.  If the budget the Governor has recommended holds, the monthly spend would need to be $1,970,000 per month.  2.  A possible rule change could exclude children under the age of 14 from being eligible for treatment.   3. A need exist for additional individuals to be GAIN trained. A notification of the pending implementation for when Users may access the GAIN/WITS interface Production Sites was sent to all user agencies including BPA contracted treatment provider network and State Agencies. They are working on security issues prior to the roll out process.  4. Case Management trainees, once trained and meeting all other criteria except the 1,040 hours can provide case management services under direct intensive clinical supervision with a learning plan. April 1 there will be new rates for C.M.  5. A QP shortage exists. 6. Treena Clark conducted Recovery Support Services Training for Regional CRDS on Feb. 23, 2009.  The training focused on RSS Standards, the RSS Application process and providing technical assistance to RSS applicants.  There has been an increase in applications to provide RSS.   7. The Dept. is accepting applications from providers who have a desire to serve adolescent residential clients.  8. The purpose of Prisoner Re-Entry is to facilitate the offender’s reintegration into the community Case Management is a critical tool in the reintegration process.     
	1.  At this time substance abuse funding for FY2010 is looking stable.  2. We will keep you updated on this possible rule change. 3. GAIN certification has been given weight as a possible credit and non-credit course at Boise State, as well as other state educational institutions. 4. Training has been scheduled for Case Management March 25th in Boise. 5.  A workforce group to address this issue in rural areas has been developed. 6. CRDS will serve as a point of contact for agencies in their region that are applying for approval as an RSS provider. 7. Applications are being accepted to provide adolescent residential services.  8. The Re-Entry Project is running well. 

	Benchmark Regional Rep. Annette Ludington reported on regional prevention programs. 

	Annette provided a regional snapshot of prevention enrollment and demographics for FY2008 and a list of actual prevention programs provided in FY2008 and prevention programs planned for FY2009.  All programs in the region are Best Practice Programs. Towards no Drugs (TND) an Intervention/Prevention Program is being offered in Minidoka County. 
	All counties in the region are receiving prevention services with the exception of Camas. Annette invited Camas to apply to provide prevention services.  Grant applications for funding is available on preventionidaho.net Application are due April 1, 2009.  Application from present providers in good standing will be assessed first. 

	Suicide Prevention Action Network (SPAN) Conference and SPAN Statewide Event.
	“Reduce the Risk: Community Education and Prevention for Our Youth”  SPAN Conference Featuring Dr. Mary Holley, Founder of Mother’s Against Meth”, Peter Wilheim and Ann Kirkwood is being offered April 22 & 23, 2009 through a partnership with United Way, Dept. H&W, Suicide Prevention Action Network of Idaho, CSI, SIPAD, and Holiday Inn Express. Focus population: Jr. & Sr. High School Students.  CSI will provide meals for students attending. There will be a Statewide SPAN Event Oct. 10th “Walk out of Darkness and Despair”.  
	Dates for the SPAN Conference are April 22nd & 23rd, 2009 at Dept. H &W, 601 Pole Line Rd. Twin Falls.  CEU’s are available. Statewide SPAN Event plans are to have candles across the Perrine Bridge and signs on each side of the bridge stating “you do not die instantly”.  

	Tobacco/Alcohol Case Coordination 
	The Tobacco & Alcohol Case Coordination is a pilot study in the Fifth Judicial District involving all eight counties.  A total of 140 individuals were interviewed who were directly or in-directly involved with adolescents concerning two specific issues: First time tobacco citation or first time alcohol citation.  All stated while dealing with this population there is a need for consistency, immediate engagement, education and a consequence.  
	Nancy Kuneau shared five years of information from each county in the region concerning first time Tobacco/Alcohol used citations.  A small percentage of this population self-correct.  Nancy’s report is posted on the RAC Website under Banner- Misc. Documents, Tobacco Alcohol Numbers 5 year period 3-2009. 

	County of Twin Falls Treatment and Recovery Clinic Services
	Jaci Urie reports the former Competency Development Center (CDC) transitioned their population into gender specific Safe Houses.  The Treatment and Recovery Clinic (TARC) provides Intensive Outpatient Drug and Alcohol Treatment, Recovery Support Services and Life Skill Education to Adolescents ages 11-17, Adults and families through individual and group services.  
	TARC’s goals are to educate participants on the addiction and recovery process.  Provide Life Skills development opportunities.  Evaluate participant’s strengths and needs and assist participants in setting and achieving goals.  TARC will not refuse services to eligible participants based on their ability to pay.  All services will be offered on a sliding fee scale. Counselors are offering services in county jails. 

	Prescription Drug Committee
	Tammy Okelberry, Committee Chair, and Lt. Gary Kaufman, ISP, reports the goal of this committee is to have drop off sites where individuals can dispose of prescription medication that is no longer needed.  There have been reports of adolescents taking medications from home for use at parties or selling the drugs.  Also many times these drugs are flushed down drains polluting our water supply.  Originally they had a goal of involving the schools encouraging students to drop off drugs possibly to the School Resource Officer, however this needs further investigation.  It is legal for Law Enforcement to collect the drugs however we will need to engage Hazards Waste Material Services to dispose of the drugs.    
	Funds are needed to pay the Hazard Waste Material Services to dispose of the drugs.  

	Gang Training and Awareness for Communities
	The RAC and SIPAD are partnering to bring Peter Vasquez to the area to provide this training.  Peter was a third generation gang member and spent time in prison.  Peter has presented to the RAC in the past and we have had numerous requests for his training in the outlying areas.  
	Training for parents will be provided at the Wendell High School April 8th, 6:30 – 8:30.  At Mt. Harrison Alternative School in Rupert April 7th, 6:30 – 8:30.  A session for professionals will be presented at Premier Insurance Company, Twin Falls, April 7th 11:30-1:30 p.m.  This session will be limited to 40 individuals. Press Release included in the RAC Website. 

	Outstanding Provider Award
	Each region in the state has the opportunity to have a treatment provider recognized at the ICADD Conference.  
	The form which states the qualifications for individuals to be nominated for this award is posted on the RAC Website.  Nominations are due April 15, 2009.

	Beer & Wine Tax Legislation 
	It is anticipated the legislation to increase the tax on beer and wine will be addressed in the 2010 Legislature.  
	Bill Brockman would like to develop a committee to address this issue and have the capability to testify in favor of the legislation next session.  If you would like to serve on this committee contact Bill or Marlene.  

	Next Meeting 

May 14, 2009
	
	

	RAC Website

www.rac5.dhw.idaho.gov
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


