MINUTES

REGION V REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

July 10, 2008

Members Present:  Nadean Smith, Sherri Molina, Linda Wright, Roger Curtiss, Melissa Clark, Tammy Okelberry,Wade Falconburg, Darrell Roskelley, Dawn Anderson, Debbie Thomas, Kathy Mennenga, Annette Ludington, Cindy Scott, Bev Ashton, Launa Noble, Treena Clark, George Brown, Marlene Yardley.

Others Present:  Peter Vasquez, Jeri Vasquez, Alberta Murschel, Rita Ruhter-Bowmna, Rod K. Robinson, Jennifer Homberg, Maggi Machala, Nancy L. Kunau, Barb Denney, Mike Hollomon, Senator Denton Darrington, Jeff Miller.

	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Approval of May 8, 2008 Minutes.  Visit 
www.rac5.dhw.idaho.gov 

for minutes.  
	None
	Minutes were approved by RAC members electronically.

	Updates by Bev Ashton
	1.  Adolescent Project Judge Varin reported on at the May RAC Meeting funded by the Supreme Court.  This is an Early Intervention Program and assesses Early Intervention Programs for effectiveness and to assure Millennium Funds are being used wisely.   
2.  Juvenile Justice sponsored a two day Plan Development meeting which was well attended. 

3.   The need for Adolescent Residential Treatment available in the region has been identified as a priority need for sometime.
4.   Legislative Appreciation Dinner & Town Hall Meeting was sponsored by SIPAD and RAC at CSI June 5, 2008.  
	1. Alcohol, Tobacco Case Coordinator:  Nancy Kunau was hired for the Coordinator position. 

2.  A two year regional plan was developed for Juvenile Justice to implement. 
3.  A group of interested community and RAC members met with Walker Center Board to express our desire and need for these services to be made available in the region allowing family to attend the Family Component.  Walker Center Board was extremely receptive and expressed their desire to provide this service.  Debbie Field, Director Office of Drug Policy, attended also and expressed a desire to work with the Walker Center Board to identify a daily rate to treat this population.
4.  Sixteen Legislators attended the Appreciation Dinner and received framed Certificates of Appreciation.   

	Legislative Update on Substance Abuse Services
	Senator Darrington discussed his thoughts concerning substance abuse and stated “treatment works”.  He shared a personal story of how handicaps have affected his family.  Senator Darrington sees the negative impact of alcohol on society greater than that of tobacco.  Concerning the funds the Legislature generously appropriated for substance abuse treatment he suggested the expectation of JFAC will be accountability, data showing treatment is effective and if these funds have made a difference in our communities.  Drug Courts are most successful in effecting prison diversion.  The prison population has remained the same for several years which states we are being successful.  The Legislature is committed to Drug Courts. The State Budget is relatively good however on a downward trend.  The Legislature will be reluctant to start new programs.
	Data is presently being collected by BPA. 

	Peter Vasquez
	Peter was a third generation gang member and followed his father as the gang leader. Following is information Peter shared:  He shared his experience with gangs and life in a California prison. Kids in gangs react out of fear; the adults in their life have failed them. Kid’s dress in gang attire and parents do not know it, education is desperately needed to identify gang activity. While Peter served his sentence in the Calif. Prison system his wife was incarcerated in Idaho.  Inside prison drug trade increases from what happens on the streets.  Posters were displayed of gang (ID Aryans, ID Sureno, and Norteno’s) identifier tattoos.   Since the implementation of the Idaho Meth Project the demand for Heroin and Cocaine has escalated.  Idaho has no Federal Prison; individuals who commit federal crimes are committed to federal prisons outside the state. Businesses are getting rich off of the poverty population and crime while selling gang attire and drug paraphernalia.  Crime is being committed by individuals posing as a deceased individual and collecting the deceased Social Security check.  Individuals who are in this county illegally are being paroled into our communities.  Peter shared a video of Idaho Gangs.  Peter and his wife have become Christians and operate “Second Chance Grace” a tattoo removal program and travel the state speaking at schools and other entities.
	Encourage communities to remove graffiti, gang’s mark their territory which gives them power.  Graffiti has a negative impact on the community; new businesses are not inclined to settle in areas where they find this level of gang activity.  It was suggested the RAC write a letter to the Twin Falls County Fair Board and request they do not allow entities to sell gang and drug items at the fair.   If you would like Peter’s contact information contact Bev Ashton or Marlene Yardley.    

	GAIN
	Treena Clark, Central Office Representative to Region V, reported training has been offered statewide. Question on the GAIN Q are incorporated in Gain I.  IDOC & IDJC are using GAIN Q.
	The goal is to have one person in each agency GAIN Q trained.  Providers who are in the process of becoming GAIN certified and need an extension should contact Chestnut. A second round of 

GAIN training, coupled with training on WITS Client Management System will be completed in Summer 2008. As of July 1, 2008 GAIN is the only assessment the state will pay for. 

	Prevention
	Benchmark reports 7 providers and 1 coalition have been approved to receive prevention funds for FY 2009.  Benchmark is working with Burley Alternative High School and Minidoka County Probation to provide a Prevention Intervention Program. 
	Benchmark will continue to work with identified providers/programs to offer evidence based services to the region. 

	Southern Idaho Partners Against Drugs (SIPAD)
	A Town Hall Meeting June 5, 2008 featured a Victim’s Panel. Director Field, Office of Drug Policy, Director Armstrong, DH&W, Director Reinke IDOC, Director Calicutt DJC and Norma Jaeger, Supreme Court spoke of the effects of drugs on the specific populations they serve.  Individuals from the business community, various agencies, and victims of drugs spoke how they and their families have been affected by drugs.  
	SIPAD Board Meeting is scheduled July 22, 2008.  SIPAD is exploring options to educate our communities concerning drug use and issues. 

	Meeting adjourned
	
	

	Next RAC Meeting
	
	November 13, 2008
Dept. Health & Welfare

601 Pole Line Rd.  Twin Falls, ID



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


