Region One Advisory Committee
Minutes of Meeting

1120 Ironwood Drive, Coeur d’Alene

February 14, 2008
PRESENT:  Gar Mickelson, Jim Crowley,  Marlene Scott, Nancy Irvin, Tammy Palaniuk, Mike Wall, Kelly Jo Hilliard, Marianne Kelly, Marilyn Delgado, Debbie Stallcup, Debbie Nadeau, Eric Keihl, Karen Cotton, Dick Wild,  Linda Harder, Louella Schaffer, Duncan Leonhardy, Jake Irvin, Pharis Stanger, Sammy McMicheal, Shirley Schopp, Richard Irving, Angela Palmer, James Curb, Michelle Berthom, Gary Hopkins     
	Discussion

	Treatment Discussion - Gar presented an email from Marlene who could not attend the meeting.  Marlene wrote that Port of Hope is only receiving detox at this time and very few of those.  They do have one residential client who is using Drug Court money and have done a couple of 19-2524's assessments but have never received them into treatment.  

Maryanne reported that an adolescent outpatient client in Benewah County was told there was no money for treatment.  Both Nancy and Pharis will talk with Maryanne after the meeting.  

Nancy mentioned that it is really important for providers to submit “discontinuation of treatment” forms because this is what tracks the numbers and openings for treatment services.  

Gar reported that everyone recognizes that there doesn’t seem like there is going to be a lot of changes.  Our RAC needs to talk about where people are going who are falling through the cracks.    This is a community issue that needs to be looked at by the RAC.  Through the strategic planning meeting we have several committees that will be looking at alternative funding sources as well as community resources while folks are waiting to get into treatment.  So far, this has been named but has not been advanced.  Marilyn suggested boldly documenting the need to present to ICSA and reinstating these subcommittees.  A community resource list will be uploaded to the RAC website.  Gar recommended that folks send resources to Linda to include on the website.  Jake suggested lobbying for development of protocol and funding allowing individuals on the waiting list to receive weekly follow-up while they wait to get into treatment.  This could include a weekly 1-hour support group at treatment center locations which would keep people connected to providers while providing support.  Providers are down to skeleton crews and are not able to provide additional pro-bono services.  Pharis responded that the state is spending 900,000 to a million dollars per month on people who are currently in treatment and this is only the 2 top priority populations.  We either have to pull people from treatment or reduce the amount of services offered to those in treatment.  Nancy responded that folks are getting into detox but are not getting into treatment.  This becomes a cycle of detoxing, going back out onto the streets and then needing to go back for detox.  Gar suggested boldly restating concerns to ICSA and including Jake’s recommendation for a weekly connection to folks while they are waiting to get into treatment.  He suggested renewing activities within committees in looking at community level action that can be taken.  One suggestion would be to go to businesses with information regarding the costs of getting folks into treatment compared to the cost of not getting into treatment.  Marilyn motioned that the RAC follows through on these 2 items.  Kelly Jo suggested having 4 to 5 people meet with Representative Clark.  Jim suggested that the RAC develop a legislative committee.  Kelly Jo motioned that 4 to 5 people meet with Jim Clark.  Gar asked if Jim, Kelly Jo, Jake, Debbie, and Marlene would meet with Representative Jim Clark and he requested that Kelly Jo head this up.          
Benchmark Report

Duncan reported that Prevention Idaho had a link in the past due to the size of the data.  A new link has been added called “prevention near you” which look like the prevention snap shots that were handed out several months ago.  A zip code can be entered to identify prevention at that location.  The prevention conference scholarships have been allocated for each region.  Benchmark will be holding a provider session one night during the conference.  Bethany is taking applications for poster boards.  Winners will receive $25 off their registration fee.  The Prevention/Intervention project has been kicked off with 3 providers in the state.  Port of Hope will be the provider within this region for youth 14 to 17 in the early use stage.  There will be 30 youth served in this region.        

Prevention Committee Report

Tammy Palaniuk reported that safe and drug free schools is offering to give the group $500 for the group to assess the community.  She announced that the RAC has money available that can be used to give to high school graduation parties.  Letters could be sent to school districts to assess their interest.  Tammy reported that the group discussed the desire to hear monthly budget reports and information whether this money can be used for other uses besides administrative purposes.  The committee motions that monthly reports are

Prevention award nominations are due to Linda by March 10th.   Narratives need to be extensive this year since there will only be 2 awards presented statewide rather than one per region.   

Central Office Report

Pharis reported that he has met recently with the Child Welfare Resource Partnership and he brought some of their materials including a listing of all resources.  Legislative announcements include movement within adolescent drug courts.  226 adults have been screened, 137 full assessments have been completed, and 22 adults have begun treatment statewide within the felony and misdemeanant system.  On the adolescent side, 20 have been screened, 3 assessed, and 6 have begun treatment.  There is still confusion regarding the system.  

Adult Felony Probation and Parole Report

Eric Kiehl reported that the department has had to narrow down what is provided to what they can do well.  He referred the group to a handout referring to a certification process that the department is working on for transition homes.  The department is looking at sample guidelines and will make recommended changes.  The Department of Corrections will sign a MOA with the Dept of Health and Welfare and will monitor the transition homes that parolees reside at.  Eric hopes that this will be a step down process.  The guidelines currently require that a person is hired as a house manager to live at the house.  DOC would have to approve this person.  Under these guidelines, Oxford Houses and houses such as 24/7 would not qualify.  There is a lot left to be defined within the certification process.  Eric mentioned that he likes the Oxford House model.  There are a lot of variables that need to be worked out.  The transition homes in the area are working quite well.  What the department is trying to control is the firestorm of individuals coming in and opening houses for profit without any oversight.         
RAC Chair Elect - Gar announced that interviews were held and Tammy Rubino has been selected as the new RAC Chair Elect.  Gar will continue in the RAC Chair role through the spring.  

Legislative Event Update - Linda announced that w need brochures, pictures, ect for the Region 1 display.  She also passed out post cards to be sent to legislators inviting them to attend the legislative event.     


	The next RAC will meet March 13.


