RAC Minutes

May 8th, 2008
Present:  Dan Fisher, Duncan Leonhardy, Linda Harder, Kelly Shefield, Pamelarose Crawford, Tammy Rubino, Amy Bartoo, Sherry and Don (Signs of Addiction), Jen Romero, Angela Palmer, Debbie Nadeau, Tammy Palaniuk, Debbie Stallcup, Mike Wall, Dick Wild, Eric Keihl, Marlene, Scott, Gar Mickelson, Marilyn Fargo, Rosalee Sharnetsky, Judy Bullock, Dusty Hampton, Maryann Kelly, Jim Crowley, Pharis Stanger, Sammy McMicheal, Kelly Jo Hilliard. Marilyn Delgado 

Treatment Committee Report:  Marlene Scott reported that due to low turnout for this committee a separate meeting date and time may be needed.  Input from providers is important to present our concerns to ICSA.  The group may meet within the next 2 weeks in order to have information compiled to be ready to report when Debbie Field is in attendance at the June meeting.  Providers and members who are interested in attending should email Marlene with dates and times that are preferred.    Current concerns presented by the treatment committee include the following:

· Adult children who are living with their parents are often doing so because they are homeless.  When these individuals contact the 1-800 number, their parent’s income is being inappropriately counted resulting in these adults not being approved for services.

· Utilizing the 1-800# call records to assess need for services is not an accurate method.  Many individuals are not currently calling this number due to the past lack of funding so need estimates will be lower than is reality.  

· Youth who are over 17 have been told by BPA staff to wait until they are 18 to apply for treatment.  This is a concern and these individuals need to get into adolescent treatment as quickly as possible as they may not be eligible if they wait to apply as an adult. 
Gar suggested that the Treatment Committee identify potential individuals or organizations that should be invited to join the committee and the RAC.  Tammy Rubino suggested that the National Guard be invited.  

Prevention Committee Report:  Amy Bartoo reported that Tammy Palaniuk has invited the R1 Safe & Drug Free School staff to join the Prevention Committee.  This group has moved their meeting date and time to occur just before the Prevention Committee meeting so that they can attend at 11:30.  Amy announced that Don presented the program, Signs of Addiction and several committee members will be meeting with him to discuss ways to work together.  Input is being garnered regarding the draft letter which will be sent to Bethany.  

Tammy Palaniuk reported that Mat McCarter was very excited that a school personnel won the Region 1 Prevention Award.  He is excited to see that our RAC is working with Safe & Drug Free Schools and encouraged other RACs around the state to do the same. 
Central Office Report:  Pharis announced that Debbie Field and Kathy Skippen will be at the next Region 1 RAC meeting in June.  They will be looking for information on Region 1 and where we would like to be in regards to prevention and treatment needs.  Pharis is encouraging regions to get beyond an “ATR phenomenon fear”.  Now that we have ICSA’s work and support we need to spend the funding appropriations and work to build capacity.  

Pharis reported that work is in progress to develop a system for co-occurring disorders capabilities including networks.  There will be a training in CDA on June 6th.  Linda announced that the location has been changed to Kootenai Medical Center to ensure adequate space for the large number of people who are anticipated to attend.  

Pharis announced that the BPA contract has been extended to the end of September due to the reopening of the contract application process.  

Benchmark Research & Safety Report:  Duncan announced that a contract provider session was offered at the Idaho Prevention Conference.  Approximately 64 providers attended sharing what they are doing within their programs.  Duncan reported that Prevention Intervention Pilot programs are currently being offered within 3 ISA’s.  Jake Irvin is one of these and he has completed the first cohort delivery and is ready to start the 2nd group.  GAIN SS is the eligibility criteria.  Providers can make some variations within their programs due to this being a pilot project.  

Group Housing Presentations:  Eric Keihl announced that the safe and sober housing presentations have been well accepted so far by planning and zoning commissions and city councils.  The most recent was a presentation to the Post Falls City Council.  Eric shared that a memorandum has been signed between DHW and DOC for certification of group homes.  This was viewed by the Council as positive reassurance that homes will be well regulated.  He was also able to present the benefits of a community work center and the Council is interested in locating this in Post Falls.  The next presentation is scheduled for May 13th at CDA Planning and Zoning.  Linda reported that a safe and sober home in Bonners Ferry was denied by the city.  The home will seek approval next from Boundary County and this would be a good location to do a presentation.  Eric stated that he would be willing to provide a presentation to county commissioners.  

Appreciation and Good-byes:  A cake was presented to Gar who will be moving to Oregon and to Linda who has accepted a position with the health district.    
The next RAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 12th.     

