Region One Advisory Committee
Minutes of Meeting
1120 Ironwood Drive, Coeur d’ Alene
January 8, 2009
 

PRESENT: Tammy Rubino, Corinne Johnson, Jack Cotton, Bob Driscoll, Tatjana Mock, Hil Ohrstrom, Linda Harder, Karen Cotton, Patty Breuchaud, Amika DuPree, Wayne Timonen, Samee McMichael, Tammy Palanuik, Mike Wall
 

WELCOME:  Tammy Rubino, Chair, and self introductions.

North Idaho Tobacco Coalition (NITC) Presentation: Linda Harder, Health Education Specialist with Panhandle Health District, gave a presentation on the Northern Idaho Great American Smokeout events and showed a power point presentation of the “Jane Project”, which was associated with the event.  The North Idaho Tobacco Coalition mascot “Jane” (a mannequin), attended the meeting with Linda.
Corinne announced that she and “Jane” are planning on attending the CDA Triathlon, but still need both a runner and biker.  Contact Corinne to join the team.
Self-Reliance Update:  Tatjana Mock, Self-Reliance Supervisor, presented on a new streamlined process for clients applying for benefits.  The goal is to cut down days it takes for a client to be seen by 50%.  Under the new process, clients may have the opportunity to be seen the same day they come in to apply, which will get them the services they need sooner.  Under the old system it could take up to 30 days before clients might receive benefits.  The key is to have clients come prepared with the appropriate paperwork.  Tatjana is presenting the new procedures to Community Partners, who can in turn prepare their client to know what they need up front, before coming in to apply for benefits.   Tatjana provided an information handout  for  RAC members.  Tatjana announced that a call center has been instituted, which will also help streamline the process.
Questions:  Are there enough providers who will take Medicaid patients? Tatjana responded that this would be a good question for Healthy Connections.  She did know that there is a deficit in dentists who will take Medicaid patients, and that the providers who do take Medicaid patients usually have a cap of how many they will see. 
 Karen Cotton announced that North Idaho College was partnering with Dirne Health Center on a Dental Program.
Tatjana announced a proposal for no limit on a families resources in regards to affecting food stamp eligibility, is going before the legislature this session.  
Patricia Kempthorne Awards and Legislative Event:  Tammy Rubino announced that the majority of the other Region RACs voted to hold the event in Boise this year, but will be a much scaled down “meet and greet” event.  Our RAC needs to make decisions on if we want our Community Service Award recipient to attend the event.   Three legislators have been nominated for State Legislative award:  George Sayler, Liz Chavez, and Wendy Jaquet.   Senator McGee has recommended Wendy Jaquet to receive the award. Discussion on who actually chooses the recipient; Tammy will find out.

Tammy expressed she felt it important that we pay to send  our Community Award Recipient, Chief Wayne Longo, to the Boise  event.  Kelly Jo concurred.  Mike Wall motioned to pay for Chief Longo to attend the Patricia Kempthorne Legislative Event in Boise.

2nd Motion: Kelly Jo.    Motion Carried
Discussion on whether we should pay for the RAC Chair to attend the same event.

Kelly Jo Motioned that the RAC pay for Tammy Rubino to attend the Patricia Kempthorne Legislative Event in Boise.

2nd Motion:  Tammy Palanuik.  Motion Carried

Tammy Rubio announced that there has been discussion on having RAC Chair calls every other month since ICSA is now meeting quarterly, and the decision will be made next week.  Tammy asked is our RAC was interested in holding our meetings every other month.
Discussion

Kelly Jo Motioned that Region I RAC meets every other month, with the condition the RAC Chair could call a special meeting if needed.
Discussion on whether to meet 2nd or 3rd Thursday of each meeting month.  Corinne will email a poll for a consensus.

2nd Motion: Bob Driscoll

Karen Cotton suggested Region I RAC meet on odd months.

Kelly Jo Amended the Motion to meet during the odd months: Jan, March, May, July, Sept., Nov.

2nd Motion: Bob Driscoll

Motion Carried

Kelly Jo asked that the agenda be posted at least by the Monday prior to the RAC meeting week.
Hil Ohrstrom asked if it is known how much Substance Abuse Budget has been cut yet?

Jack Cotton responded that Bethany Gadzinski says the budget is still being worked on, but there should still be some permanent funding available.. 
Discussion and questions on inmates who get treatment inside,  and whether they can still receive treatment upon release.  Tammy Rubino suggested we get Nancy Irvin to talk about inmate eligibility during the March meeting.
Benchmark Update: Duncan Leonhardy provided a handout with some marketing materials that they were doing in Lincoln County, and announced that Orfino is also effectively taking a business approach to social marketing.  Research has shown that perception of use is actually higher that what really occurs.
Region I Prevention is status quo.  

Benchmark received the contract with Department of Health and Welfare to maintain the Idaho Suicide Prevention Research Project.

The research project  will post on the web page at   www.idahosuicide.info  .               
Central Office Update: Karen Cotton reported on the following:
· MSC Contract Update: The Management Service contractor (MSC) contract wi6th BPA has been signed and we are working with BPA on how they will assure compliance with the Scope of Work.

· GAIN Update: The last training for GAIN has been completed.  ICSA decision that further trainings to providers will be a part of the BPA contract.  BPA is in the process of developing a proposal and costs associated.  Funds have been pegged with the Office of Drug Policy budget for this item.  Final negotiations are taking place with FEI to complete the SUD WITS data management contract.
· Co-Occurring Disorders:  The final MSC contract Scope of Work moves the implementation of the COD project to BPA and away from the Department of Health & Welfare.  Karen talked about specifics of how the contractor will provide the clinical treatment and recovery support services to meet the needs of clients with co-occurring substance use and mental health disorders in each region for each client group.

· Prevention conference and ICADD Scholarships:  Due to State 2009 budget constraints, the Bureau of Substance Use Disorders will not be providing conference registration, travel and lodging assistance for those wanting to attend these conferences in April and May. It was mentioned that Region I RAC sent 12 people last year.  Tammy Rubino asked if we would send our Prevention Award winner.  Duncan responded that this year there would only be 2 statewide winners this year.
 

Announcements:

Duncan Leonhardy-Benchmark: Terry Pappin will present on the Prevention Intervention Program to ICSA.  Benchmark has been gathering information for Terry. Follow up from the 3 individual pilot sites for Prevention Intervention shows that of the 18 participants who responded to the survey, 17 indicated that they are still clean and sober and attribute a lot of it to the program.   Of the parents who responded to the survey, 28 of them responded they felt the program was a result of the positive changes they saw in their children.  
Tammy Rubino-Kootenai Alliance for Children and Families: The CTC survey shows good results with alcohol usage has gone down, perception of risk has increased, however on the negative side, heroin, cocaine, and prescription drug abuse has increased.  The CTC survey will be posted on the RAC web site.
Karen Cotton- Regional Director:  A decision has been made to utilize the Community Resource Development Specialist’s in each region to be a local resource for individuals to contact, for help with recovery support services provider applications.  The CRDS’s will be trained in February.  
ADJORNMENT:
 

Next RAC will meet on March 12, 2009, from 12:30 – 2:00PM at the Health and Welfare conference room, 1120 Ironwood Drive, lower level.  
 

 

RAC Website – www.rac1.dhw.idaho.gov  please submit news and announcements for the website to Corinne Johnson at JohnsoC2@dhw.idaho.gov
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

