Regional Advisory Committee-Reg. III
March 26, 2008
Minutes/Meeting Notes
Co-Chairs: Lynn Stevens, Tricia Combs
CRDS: Kara Schallock
Regional Director: Ross Mason

        Agenda Item/Presenter                                                               Minutes/Notes
	Welcome & Introductions
Lynn Stevens
	Lynn welcomed everyone & had everyone introduce themselves, along with what organization they represent. 

	ICADD & Prevention Nominations:

Kara Schallock
	As part of the Prevention Conference & ICADD, each region is given the opportunity to select an award recipient. The difference this year for the Prevention Award, is that we can only nominate one person and a committee in Central Office will choose two recipients from the nominations. RAC nominated Dottie Blackwell to receive one of the awards. Kara will submit Dottie’s qualifications to Bethany to be considered. The nominations for the ICADD award were Lynn Stevens, JoLynn Tracy and Mildred Whipple. Mildred was selected to receive the region’s ICADD award, based on her many years of service in the treatment of substance abuse. A change this year is that recipients are to be honored at the RAC, rather than at ICADD. Mildred will be honored at our June RAC meeting.

	Interagency Council on Substance Abuse (ICSA):

Lynn Stevens
	Lynn spoke about the budget for substance abuse. To date, the Governor has issued two vetoes. One is for the requested supplemental for the rest of FY08. The other was a request for 15 million for general treatment. Lynn urged members to contact their legislators, if they choose. She invited members to email her with their concerns and Lynn would then forward the concerns to the appropriate parties. Currently, we are treating one-fourth of what we were able to treat during the ATR grant. It is projected to be less next year. Only PWWC, adolescents & IV users are qualifying for treatment. Comment: Did the Governor veto because there’s no data & wonders if treatment is effective? The Governor thinks there is not enough data to support the idea that treatment is effective. Kara spoke of a PBS interview with Wendy Jaquet & the President Pro-Tem. They addressed the veto and expressed the need for treatment. They stated that this will be revisited. Terry Pappin suggested that the legislature does not want to hear from providers, but from others. She encouraged folks to contact their legislators. The issue of Safe & Sober Housing was discussed. The bill gives the right to cities to zone those facilities, so they can be placed in appropriate areas. Most residents are Probation & Parole clients. The bill passed. There is an rfp for statewide drug testing. Medicaid for BPA approved providers passed; however, this will be a year-long process to get it up and running. The rfp for the treatment contract went out. Neither of the applicants scored enough points, so BPA’s contract has been extended through September. Rfp will be redone & resubmitted. Will there be regional budgets: no, however, the RAC may be able to decide how 1,000 non-criminal justice clients will be funded. 

	Co-Occurring Disorder Implementation Plan:

Ross Mason, Todd Hurt & Jean Woodward
	Regions will create a Co-Occurring Disorder team to develop and implement an action plan. Training will begin at the end of April. It will use GAIN, as it has mental health indicators. Mental Health has a standardized tool, which also has indicators for substance abuse. Providers must be certified in GAIN by July 1, 2008. By July 1, 2009, providers must be “co-occurring capable.” Discussion about recovering meth addicts testing out as bi-polar at 6 months after recovery. Where will the money come from to treat? Will it come from substance abuse or mental health? It will depend on where the person is receiving treatment. If they’re already in the system, they will be a priority. Are there stats to support the success of this? Yes; data has been gathered for the last 20 years. SAMSHA has an entire website on COD. If a client is under Probation & Parole, but can’t afford their medication, who can help? They can apply at H & W for free meds. Concern: 90% of incarcerated youth are on meds. Will they be reassessed after they’re released? Lynn suggested folks send concerns to her so she can share them with the appropriate people.

	Grants Available

Ross Mason
	Ross spoke on SAMSHA grant that TVADC wants. Governor has stated he doesn’t want big grants, because the state has to find the money to sustain it once it’s done. This grant would bring all the state’s coalitions together under one umbrella. This way, there would be a possibility to help each other write for grants, especially the smaller coalitions. Whether this grant is a reality or not, Ross would like to work with the smaller coalitions to write grants together. The state & Benchmark can supply data needed. Terry also mentioned there is substance abuse social indicator data on the U of I website.

	Substance Abuse, Consequences & the Reality with Gangs.”
Peter & Jeri Vasquez, 2nd Chance Grace Ministries
	Peter began by telling his story of being a leader of gangs from his beginnings at the California Youth Authority to San Quentin Prison. In 1968 he was leader of La Familia Gang. He said gangs are all about fear; as is violence. He currently is director of the tattoo removal program; a program with 2nd Chance Grace Ministries. The program works with ex-gang members, they are interviewed; must denounce their gang & do community service. The removal costs $30 per large tattoo (per session). Peter spoke of how marijuana leads to other drugs, because our brain receptors are open. He speaks to youth & adults in prisons & Juvenile Corrections. He speaks to at-risk youth as well. Peter showed a powerpoint showing the tattoo removal program. It is free for youth under 18. They do, however, have to do community service. Surprising to him, there have been more White Supremists than Hispanics asking for tattoos to be removed.

	Legislative Event Update & Upcoming Underage Drinking Town Hall Meetings

Kara Schallock
	The legislative event, held in February, was again a huge success. The resource faire, which had representation from around the state, was packed, with most legislators visiting the booths. Rep. JoAn Wood was the Patricia Kempthorne Award recipient, with the Region 3 Community Service Award going B. Edgar Johnson. There was also a special award to retired Rep. Robert Ring for his work in the field. Again, the event had standing room only. This was even though most senators could not be there because of a floor vote. The issue of the event taking place a block and a half away from where the legislature was a concern, however, several people went to where they were and escorted them to the event.
Town Hall Meeting on Underage Drinking: RAC is sponsoring a town hall meeting April 7 in Bruneau. It will be held at the school, with a Mexican dinner provided. Amy Bartoo of IDFY will be a moderator, there will be a panel made up of experts, including an ex-student who was in prison due to drug use. Crossroads Psychological Services will be represented, along with law enforcement & the school’s psychologist & counselor. Nancy Lopez will also be on the panel. The event will be held in Spanish. There will also be a skit put on by IDFY kids. The kids have done a huge amount of work to bring this together, under the guidance of their IDFY leader & school librarian, Penny Jones. There will be more events that will give more information to the parents as a follow-up. 

	Roundtable
Everyone
	Rollie & Jim (WACSAC): May 3 is their 2nd Annual Weiser River Walk from Midvale to Cambridge. They had beverage server training; well-attended. Tim Davidson (ABC) did the training. Will do it in New Meadows next year. Ronnie Findley (IJC): Working in co-occurring unit. They are open to hire more employees. Their unit is opening Aug. 4. Derrick Boles (Gametime): Spoke of their program being in 6 schools implementing their program working with athletes. In both Regions 3 & 4. They are working with “Rachel’s Promise” as a strategic partner. Ann Waller (FAS Family Resource Institute): will be offering a session at ICADD. Terry Pappin (CO/Prevention): Prevention Institute is now open for applications. It will cover the early intervention level as well. Jean Woodward (Central Office): April 29 will be an implementation academy for COCE. Invited folks to become involved with the co-occurring disorder project. Dr. David Nealey (May 20 & 21) will speak on the topic at ICADD. Jean will also be doing some training there. All case managers must be qualified by IDAPA; there is a 2-day training in June. June 4-6, Dr. Minkoff will do a training on co-occurring disorder. Aug. 12-14 the Co-Occurring Center for Excellance (COCE) will have a “train the trainers” training. 


NEXT MEETING: June 25, 2008
