Regional Advisory Committee-Reg. III
June 25, 2008
Minutes/Meeting Notes
Co-Chairs: Lynn Stevens, Tricia Combs
CRDS: Kara Schallock
Regional Director: Ross Mason
        Agenda Item/Presenter                                                               Minutes/Notes
	Welcome, Introductions & Election of Co-Chair
Lynn Stevens
	Lynn welcomed everyone & had everyone introduce themselves, along with what organization they represent. Lynn asked for nominations for co-chair, as of July, Tricia Combs steps up as Chair. Dahlia Stender was nominated & unanimously elected as co-chair. Dahlia was then appointed by Regional Director, Ross Mason. 

	ICSA (Interagency Committee on Substance Abuse) Report:

Lynn Stevens
	Medicaid will now pay for substance abuse…will go through BPA to ascertain whether the client will be paid out of Medicaid or the block grant. Still will have priority populations. 5 million will go to drug courts (DUI & misdemeanor). We will treat 7350 people statewide. Funding is actually above ATR levels. Will serve IDOC clients. The funding should begin to reduce the waiting list drastically. Still have a gap: white males. Lynn commented on how no one has closed their doors and providers have continued to treat, even with the lack of money. Ross suggested that we give the legislature a lot of credit for getting the budget to pass. GAIN: providers to transit to using the GAIN by July 1. We are the 1st state to have a statewide assessment tool.

	Recovery Month:

Kara Schallock
	Kara gave an update on the Recovery Month celebration. We are confirmed at the Caldwell YMCA for Sept. 20 from 1-5pm. The event will be similar to last year’s in that there will be a children’s area with an astrojump. We are working on entertainment, Lori Farrens will handle the resource faire and the group is working on donations along with donated raffle prizes for both adults and kids. The chair is Heidi Stallings. Kara sent around a sign up sheet for more volunteers; 3 people signed it. The next committee meeting is July 11.

	Awards Ceremony
	Ross awarded Lynn with a plaque for appreciation for her years of dedication to the RAC & for being an awesome chairperson. He spoke highly of her accomplishments. Lynn awarded the ICADD award plaque to Mildred Whipple for her exemplary service in the treatment of substance abuse. Mildred had her 2 children and grandson-in-law there with her. Lynn also received a plaque from the ICSA from Kathy Skippen. All awardees were given standing ovations.

	Co-Occurring Disorder Implementation

Ross Mason
	Ross spoke of the directives for providers: be CO-enhanced or CO-capable. CO-capable don’t have to necessarily treat mental illness, but must recognize it, treat the substance abuse & refer to a mental health provider. CO-enhanced will treat for both at the same time. The department will not pay providers if not on board by July 2009. Ross spoke of the Implementation Team & invited folks to join. The team will influence how the COD plan will be implemented. Ross also spoke on the Minkoff training. Dr. Minkoff has been advising the department for about eight years on COD.

	Idaho Meth Project

Christina Close
	Goal: reduce the demand for meth. Target: ages 12-24. The focus is to educate. Montana was deeply affected by the project. In 2005, Montana was 5th in the nation for meth use. By 2007, it dropped down to 39th. It is non-profit & funded by donations. There are 300 volunteers. Currently Idaho is 5th in the nation for meth use. While meth has dropped off a bit, due to the Mexican cartel being temporarily halted, it is expected to pick up again. Lynn invited Christina to have a booth at Recovery Month.

	Office of Drug Policy

Kathy Skippen
	Spoke of starting off career as a drug & alcohol counselor before being elected to the legislature. Spoke of the importance of being able to have Medicaid funding. There has been a shift in the legislature in that they do not merely want to build more prisons, but want to fund treatment. She suggested we have an appreciation dinner or something similar for our legislators for their work on the treatment and prevention budget. She spoke to the Governor’s initial veto of the budget request & talked of the importance to prove that treatment works. We must move forward with strong outcomes. They are developing mou’s with agencies to collect data. Prisons haven’t grown; they’ve stayed the same as far as inmates go between this year and last year. GAIN is not an easy process, however, it’s the only assessment that will be paid for by state funds July 1. Lynn spoke of her frustrations using it. It is possible for non-trained GAIN folks to send to agencies who are GAIN trained, however, Lynn pointed out that it probably is not a good idea, as the person to do the assessment would most likely want to keep them as a client. Someone asked about the next GAIN training. Kathy did not know and suggested the RAC possibly look into contracting to offer trainings. Local trainers: JoLynn Tracy & Rusty O’Leary. There is a Spanish version.

	Roundtable
Everyone
	Rollie Tiedemann (WACSAC): WACSAC is reaching into rural areas; will go to New Meadows for the 2nd time to have a meeting. Dahlia:  Riverwalk in Weiser, sponsored by WACSAC, was a huge success. Claudia Wilcox was the keynote. Janelle Schneider: using short GAIN. The judge is pleased with it. Spoke of how great Lynn has been in getting kids into Harmony House. She’s placed 4 kids there. Dottie (RADAR): New materials at RADAR. Alcoholism conference coming up in July. Miguel Mouw (ALTA Svs.): Has added psr workers for kids. Reg. 4 doesn’t have many providers for youth, so wants to find some in Region 3. Don May (AIS): AIS is a provider for CUI Court (Dist. 4). They are very busy in both regions. Tom Logan (Celebrate Recovery): The Caldwell CR has over 300 men & women & 120 kids in the Friday night group. From 12 to 25 in the actual 12-step program. Difficult to keep women in program, esp. single moms & pregnant women. Working on turning that around by offering life skills, etc. Will be in the 4th of July parade. Located at New Life Church on Kimball. Magdalena (Family Svs. Center): Opened Boise office. Ann Waller: Lost funding for the FASC; will now be pursuing a PhD in holistic health. Offered FAS training to others at RAC. Todd Hurt: Mental Health Drug Court full. (25 slots). Offering full spectrum services & are CO-capable. Beginning a children’s COD group. Will also work with families using Parenting with Love & Limits. Loni Trude (Al Anon): Monday night meeting at United Methodist Church in Nampa.  


NEXT MEETING: August 20, 2008
