Region VII

Mental Health Board

Minutes

May 12, 2011
The meeting was held at BHC.  Meeting called to order by John Landers.  In attendance were the following: 

MEMBERS:  John Landers, John Tanner, Mike Hinman, Roger Christensen, Debbie Karrin
VISITORS:   Tina Ricks, Lisa Bridges, Martha Tanner, Shani Vetch, Mark Gunning, Susan Bunnell, M.D., John Hathaway
BUSINESS:  Minutes were approved.  

John Landers
· No changes to the Agenda
· Barbara Trolson with the PSR training resources will attend next month to review the options for upcoming trainings
· We have been asked to perform a gap analysis again this year by the State Planning Council, but have been restricted to identifying 2 gaps, this will cover the bulk of our discussion today

Mike Hinman
· Martha Ekhoff is coming to Idaho Falls to discuss opportunities for peer specialist training.  She will be speaking at CLUB.  Mike will get details on time and date and forward to John Landers who will forward to MHB and others in the system who can alert interested parties.
Group discussion on Gap Analysis
· The following suggestions were made by board members and community stakeholders regarding the most significant gaps in behavioral health services in Idaho:
· 7 attendees commented that access to voluntary outpatient treatment for those who are indigent are relatively non-existent.

· 2 attendees commented that programs for those without funding are inadequately funding and staffed, essentially making services unavailable to the indigent.

· 1 attendee commented that crisis intervention services for families in crisis have become minimal due to the lack of ability to bill for collateral contacts.  For example, advocacy on behalf of child at the Emergency Room is not allowed for as a reimbursable service.

· 1 attendee commented that suicide prevention services are not systematically available in the state.

· 1 attendee commented that empirically supported best-practice services are not readily available in the community for referral.
· 1 attendee commented that publicly funded voluntary services for substance abuse and dependence in the state is not available.

· 1 attendee commented that there is a lack of accountability for legislators and that this undermines positive change.

· 1 attendee commented that there is a lack of data regarding the impact of funding and service cuts to those who suffer with psychiatric concerns, stating that the transfer of patients from the psychiatric hospital to corrections is being ignored.

· The final comment was regarding the need for the state to transfer funds from higher levels of care (e.g., inpatient psychiatric hospitalization) to lower levels of care and that by doing so utilization of outpatient service would increase while inpatient services would decrease.

Assignments

· Martha Tanner will research data that already exists and studies done in the past with regard to impact of decreases in funding on services to and symptom worsening among the mentally ill.  Additionally, data with regard to shifting of services from outpatient psychiatric to inpatient psychiatric and correctional settings will be explored.  She will return with a preliminary analysis and summary with suggestions for moving forward as a board with regard to data collection and monitoring.  The hope will be to provide hard facts to legislature to assist them in redistribution of funds from IDOC to DHW.
· Lisa Bridges will explore the IDAPA code concerns in regards to licensing and funding of services by mental health professionals for substance abuse concerns.  She will propose alternative language to be less restrictive, thus allowing more providers to assist in serving those with substance abuse concerns.

Next meeting June 9, 2011
