Region 5 Mental Health Board Meeting
 April 5, 2012
	Attendees
	· Rick Yavruian, Eric Jones, Kathy Anderson, John Hathaway, Frances Wright, Jane Hulse, Lee Wilson, Mick Hodges, Janice Kroeger, Scott Rasmussen, Duke Morton, Tom Hanson, Helen Edwards, Bill Campbell, Debbie Thomas, Bev Ashton, Sally Bryan, Sarah Heck, Angenie McCleary (phone), Brian Pike, Rich Neu, Sy Williams
· Absent: Rick Huber (excused), Bev Ashton (excused), Kevin Sandau
	action items

	Approval of Minutes
	· Minutes were unanimously approved.
	

	Review of Action Items
	· Bill sent the MH Board information regarding performing an informal GAPS analysis.
· No members sent suggestions to Scott or John regarding new membership nominations.

· The County Commissioners have nominated Commissioner Mills to serve on the MH Board and will vote to approve him before the next meeting.
	Sally will send Minutes and next meeting information to Commissioner Mills.

	Membership
	· There are no active Federation of Families members in this area

· A written amendment to the board membership was presented to the board in writing by Scott Rasmussen to add:

· One (1) additional RAC representative

· Two (2) Judicial positions to include the 5th Judicial District Court Administrator (or designee) and a magistrate or district judge 

· One (1) CMH Regional Council member

· One (1) representative from the local chapter of SPAN (Suicide Prevention Action Network)

· One (1) community member at large

· One (1) additional representative from the juvenile corrections field

· Additional Amendments – of the two (2) positions for parents of children with a diagnosis of SED it is proposed that an amendment to one of these positions be made to include a parent of a child with a substance used disorder.

· The above amendment proposal motion was seconded by Angenie McCleary

· The amendment was passed unanimously by the Board.
· Current Terms will continue.
· Leon Mills will likely fill the third county commissioner membership vacancy.
	Lee will seek out parents who would be willing to serve as a member on the MH Board
Members will have nominations to submit to the board at our next meeting

Scott and Sally will look at terms and see which positions need to be filled.

	Developmental Disabled clients in crisis – Sarah Heck
	· Developmental Disabilities clients may be assaultive to others or harming themselves and law enforcement has to be called.
· It is usually the higher functioning dually diagnosed (DD & MI) clients who find themselves in trouble.
· These clients need to have the same protections and rights as those clients that are not developmentally disabled.

· There is no commitment process for developmentally disabled clients other than through “competency”. These two sentences are contradictive. There are processes for committing DD clients: the “petitioning” of the court in the following sentence; DE’s; competency. There can be a petition to the court to commit developmentally disabled clients to the State either by an attorney, family member or a community member; however, the process for petitioning is unclear and needs delineated.
· Commitment simply shifts the burden to the State.

· The Board of Guardians in Region 5 will not support a client with a developmental disability diagnosis.

· The MH Board can help by finding resources to assist these clients in crisis.
	

	Discussion
	· Crisis Intervention Training is a good start because it gives law enforcement tools to de-escalate a client in crisis as well as giving a caregiver tools to help the client.

· Officers need a place to take developmentally disabled clients in crisis.
· Having a permanent guardian would be a good first step but even then the guardian still needs safe options when their ward is in need of crisis assistance.

· Housing a person in crisis is expensive and difficult to find.

· Intermediate care facilities are needed.

· Legislators need to be aware of this gap in service so that a facility can be established and funded. ISSH (Idaho State School & Hospital) was closed without resources available to take the participants who had nowhere to go.
· Crisis beds should become available next fiscal year through contracts with the State. The money for these crisis beds was made available from the closing of ISSH.
· Steps the MH Board can take:

· Building up a guardian pool of people who can be guardians for developmentally disabled adults

· A respite care system could be established

· Money could be redirected from the closing of ISSH

· It was suggested that we could invite a legislator to our MH Board meeting to discuss these issues.

· Referrals to county prosecutors could be directed to the County Board of Guardians.
	Gap in service is identified: crisis services for Developmentally disabled clients

	Office on Aging
	· An advisory committee is being formed within the Office on Aging.

· A Board Member could be appointed to serve on this board.

· If Scott doesn’t get any volunteers he will serve on the Committee.
	E-mail Scott if you are interested in serving on the advisory committee for the office on aging

	Housing roundtable update
	· Scott attended the Idaho Housing Roundtable.
· There are a lot of housing options that we were not aware of.

· There is an REO Program through Wells Fargo where a home is donated to a city after an application process.

· In the future we may be able to have an actual house or houses that could be used to assist our clients in crisis (via housing).
	

	Blaine County Office Space Update
	· The DHW ‘Facilities Group’ is working on acquiring space without charge.

· Angenie will work on finding space rent free.
	Update next meeting on search for no-cost space for DHW staff to meet with clients in the Blaine County area

	Next meeting
	· May 3rd, 823 Harrison Building – Light Lunch provided by donations of members.
	


