Region One Advisory Committee on Substance Abuse
Minutes of Meeting (DRAFT)
1120 Ironwood Drive, Coeur d’Alene

September 20, 2012
 

RAC Members PRESENT: Amika DuPree (MHB), Angela Palmer, Bob Driscoll, Corinne Johnson (MHB), Duncan Leonhardy, Beckie Wisdom (for Eric Keil), Holly Bonwell (MHB), Jennifer Romero (MHB), Kelly Jo Hilliard, Nancy Irvin, Ron Beecher(MHB), Samee McMichael, Tammy Palaniuk, Wayne Timonen.

Mental Health Board Members: Claudia Miewald,  Leanne Rousseau, Linda Johann, Rebeka Casey
GUESTS:  Chrystal Anardi: BMC & Answers and Alternatives, Tracy Vance: Abundant Wellness, Leslie Stangland: Benewah Medical
WELCOME:  RAC Chair Angela Palmer presided and welcomed members of the Mental Health Board and other guests.  Round the Table self introductions.  RAC minutes for July 2012 were approved.  There was not a quorum of Mental Health Board Members to approve the April and Aug. 2012 Minutes. 
SURVEY & Questionair:  Amika passed out the executive summary from Region 2 RAC which had been presented to the Legislature last year.  The focus was on Mental Health budget cuts and gaps for the year in Region 2. Region I is currently working on a survey and comments need to be in by Sept. 25th.  Region I survey committee is meeting on the 28th to finalize  everything.  Amika passed out paper and asked everyone to comment on gaps in our region and what we want the survey to include. DISSCUSION:  There are currently no questions on Prevention, but will plan on making comments.  
REPORTS:

Transformation:  Linda Johann reported:

· The survey we are working on is a great tool for the Mental health Planning Council so they can take things to the next level and become more effective.
· Transformation committee includes being proactive in combining the RAC and MH Boards  in Region 1 and trying to develop a mature voice to be heard Statewide.  Both of our boards currently use recovery language and are person-centered.  We are working toward good communication between the two boards and preparing for when Legislation is passed to combine the two boards officially.  Ron mentions that DHW has put in draft fudget for transmormation (federal funds) for next year.
· We need to review what we have been successful at for the past for Community Block Grants in all regions.
Legislative:  Ron Beecher reported:

· The majority of our legislators will turn over this year.  It is hard to plan right now.  One of the things that come from the Levitt Report is the impact to the Mental Health pool.  The report is broken down by county and agency (Corrections, Mental health Clinics, etc).  It does not make a recommendation; it just gives data and what the impact will be if expansion does not take place.
Juvenile Justice Reports:   Debbie Nadeau reported: 
· Allocated funding is predominately the same, we are just tweaking a few things.

· Daybreak is still a provider

BPA:  Nancy Irvin reported:
· Just returned from vacation and not much to report on right now.
· There is a training next week in Idaho Falls on Clinical Supervision

· Working with IDOC on their IDAPA rule re-write
Benchmark:  Duncan Leonhardy reported:

· Finished all contracts for the year

· Strengthening Families Program for ages 12-14 is now in Bonner/Boundary County

· Suicide Hotline funding ended last November, but is supposed to be up and running sometime this November 2012

IDOC:  Eric Keil was not able to attend RAC, but provided this report:

As an agency, the IDOC finished the fiscal year (June 30th) with a surplus of SUDS funds.  Although the funds were well managed, we found that we needed some fine tuning to better service our population.  We found that although we were approving SUD funding for our at- risk offenders, the majority of the vouchers were not being used.  The offenders were simply not attending treatment as approved.  In order to cut down on the number of offender not utilizing approved services, we started authorizing "pre-treatment" funding.  This allows providers to start servicing offenders and gauge their readiness for continued treatment services.  It also allows funding for offenders prior to completion of their GAIN-I.

Starting March 1st the IDOC will be conducting GAIN SS evaluations on all of the offenders entering our system.  This will certainly have an impact on the number of GAIN-I's.  It is likely that we will be outsourcing a portion of the workload to community providers.

Directly related to outsourcing IDOC work is a new Payment Matrix for our community providers.  The new payment matrix was published and providers should be receiving reimbursement at a higher rate.

I would encourage all of the providers with IDOC clients to request UA funding on every offender.  I have been told that this is an automatic approval.  Two random UA's are funded each week.  Absolute Drug Testing is now BPA certified.  I have toured their facility (located across from the Kootenai County Jail) and was impressed.  Their online UA result reporting services is impressive.

It looks as though we will be seeing a change in the next few months from the GAIN-I to the GAIN Core.  From what I understand, this instrument takes less than half the time to administer as does the GAIN-I.  All State agencies have signed off on moving to the GAIN Core.

District #1 has started having monthly provider meetings.  We invite one provider per month to  come to our office and staff cases with POs. 

Having just started this process, the attendance of the POs has not been what we would like.  However, I believe it will grow in popularity.

If you have SUD related questions, Clinician Erika Tate is happy to provide an answer or point you in the right direction.  Her # is

769-1444 ext. 259

SUBCOMMITTEES:

Members decided not to meet as sub-committees at this meeting, but will do so first thing for the Nov. meeting.

· Tammy Palaniuk would like to be on the Youth Committee

· Duncan Leonhardy  will be on the Data Committee

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Tammy Palanuik announced:

· Three i2i programs in her school district next week
· There are no elementary school counselors in her district
· A program pilot is being implemented on Dignity and Respect Tips.
Check out DignityandRespect.org  for more information

Linda Johann announced:

· Mountain States is controlling the Suicide Hotline eight hours per day, then it rolls over for Oregon to cover

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to adjourn:  Tammy Palaniuk;  second: Kelly Jo Hilliard

Motion passed
Next RAC will meet on Nov 15, 201 2 from 12:30– 2:00PM at the Health and Welfare 1120 Building Large conference room.
