Overview and Summary of the Idaho Legislature’s Organizational Session
December 6-7, 2012

The 62nd Idaho legislative session is already in the history books with new districts and a more than 40-percent change in lawmakers. Last week legislators met for their annual organizational session where the changing of the guard took place on all levels including leadership roles and committee chairs.
Overall the Idaho House of Representatives has seen a 30 percent change in membership, while the Senate is 40 percent new.  When the Legislature convenes on January 7, 2013 there will be 41 new members in a 105-member body, an unprecedented turnover.
Leadership
Scott Bedke of Oakley was named Speaker of the House.  Former Speaker Lawerence Denney of Midvale is the new chair of the House Resources and Conservation Committee.  Mike Moyle (Eagle) remains as Republican Majority Leader and he and Bedke are joined by two leadership newcomers, Brent Crane and John Vander Woude, both of Nampa.  Minority Leader John Rusche (Lewiston) returns to his post and will have two new deputies, Grant Burgoyne of Boise and Donna Pence of Gooding.
The Senate Majority Leadership team will return in its entirety, led by Brent Hill of Rexburg.  The new Minority Leader is now Senator Michelle Stennett of Ketchum.   Senators Elliot Werk and Cherie Buckner-Webb, both of Boise, take on the roles of Assistant Minority Leader and Minority Caucus Chair respectively.  
Committees
More than half of the legislative committees will be led by new chairmen – 7 out of 14 in the House and 6 out of 10 committees in the Senate.  Bert Brackett of Rogerson will chair Senate Transportation and Patti Anne Lodge of Huston, former chair of the Senate Health & Welfare Committee will now lead the Senate Judiciary and Rules Committee.  Health and Welfare committees in both the House and Senate will have first-time chairmen Senator Lee Heider of Twin Falls and Representative Fred Wood of Burley.  
On Joint Finance and Appropriations Committee (JFAC) in the Senate, there are a large number of new members including: Senator Steve Vick of Dalton Gardens; Senator Sheryl Nuxoll of Cottonwood; Senator Cliff Bayer of Boise; Senator Dan Johnson of Lewiston; Senator Steven Thayn of Emmett; Senator Dan Schmidt of Moscow; and Senator Roy Lacey of Pocatello.  House JFAC members include: Representatives Marc Gibbs of Grace; Phylis King of Boise; and freshman Representatives Steve Miller of Fairfield, Thyra Stevenson of Lewiston, and Rick Youngblood of Nampa.  Representative Maxine Bell of Jerome and Senator Dean Cameron of Rupert will continue to serve as JFAC co-chairs.
The lists of committee membership are as follows:

Senate Committees
Red= new committee chair
Blue=new committee member
	Committees
	Republicans
	Democrats

	Agricultural Affairs
T, TH, 8:00 am, Room WW53
Secretary: Christy Stansell
Email: sagri@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1330
	Chair Steve Bair (new)
Vice Chair Jim Guthrie 
Bert Brackett 
John H. Tippets 
Jim Rice 
Bob Nonini 
Jim Patrick 
	Branden J. Durst 
Cherie Buckner-Webb 

	Commerce and Human Resources
T, TH, 1:30 pm, Room WW54
Secretary: Carol Deis
Email: scom@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1333
	Chair John H. Tippets 
Vice Chair Jim Patrick 
Dean L. Cameron 
John W. Goedde 
Jim Guthrie 
Fred S. Martin 
Todd M. Lakey 
	Dan J Schmidt 
Branden J. Durst 

	Education
M, T, W, Th, 3:00 pm, Room WW55
Secretary: LeAnn South
Email: sedu@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1321
	Chair John W. Goedde 
Vice Chair Dean M. Mortimer 
Monty J. Pearce 
Russell M. Fulcher 
Bob Nonini 
Steven P. Thayn 
Jim Patrick 
	Branden J. Durst 
Cherie Buckner-Webb 

	Finance
Daily, 8:00 am, Room C310
Secretary: Peggy Moyer
Email: sfin@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 334-4735
	Chair Dean L. Cameron 
Vice Chair Shawn Keough 
Dean M. Mortimer 
Steve Vick 
Sheryl L. Nuxoll 
Dan G. Johnson 
Clifford R. Bayer 
Steven P. Thayn 
	Dan J Schmidt 
Roy Lacey 

	Health and Welfare
M, T, W, Th, 3:00 pm, Room WW54
Secretary: Lois Bencken
Email: shel@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1319
	Chair Lee Heider 
Vice Chair Sheryl L. Nuxoll 
Patti Anne Lodge 
Marv Hagedorn 
Jim Guthrie 
Fred S. Martin 
Todd M. Lakey 
	Les Bock 
Dan J Schmidt 

	Judiciary and Rules
M, W, F, 1:30 pm, Room WW54
Secretary: Leigh Hinds
Email: sjud@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1317
	Chair Patti Anne Lodge 
Vice Chair Steve Vick 
Bart M. Davis 
Dean M. Mortimer 
Sheryl L. Nuxoll 
Marv Hagedorn 
Todd M. Lakey 
	Les Bock 
Elliot Werk 

	Local Government and Taxation
T, W, Th, 3:00 pm, Room WW53
Secretary: Jo Ann Bujarski
Email: sloc@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1315
	Chair Jeff C. Siddoway 
Vice Chair Jim Rice 
Brent Hill 
Curt McKenzie 
Dan G. Johnson 
Steve Vick 
Clifford R. Bayer 
	Elliot Werk 
Roy Lacey 

	Resources and Environment
M, W, F, 1:30 pm, Room WW55
Secretary: Juanita Budell
Email: sres@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1323
	Chair Monty J. Pearce 
Vice Chair Steve Bair 
Dean L. Cameron 
Jeff C. Siddoway 
Bert Brackett 
Lee Heider 
John H. Tippets 
	Michelle Stennett 
Roy Lacey 

	State Affairs
M, W, F, 8:00 am, Room WW55
Secretary: Twyla Melton
Email: sstaf@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1326
	Chair Curt McKenzie 
Bart M. Davis 
Russell M. Fulcher 
Brent Hill 
Chuck Winder 
Patti Anne Lodge 
Jeff C. Siddoway 
	Michelle Stennett 
Elliot Werk 

	Transportation
T, TH, 1:30 pm, Room WW53
Secretary: Gaye Bennett
Email: stran@senate.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1332
	Chair Bert Brackett 
Vice Chair Dan G. Johnson 
Shawn Keough 
Chuck Winder 
Jim Rice 
Bob Nonini 
Marv Hagedorn 
	Les Bock 
Cherie Buckner-Webb 



House Committees

Red= new committee chair
Blue=new committee member
	Committees
	Republicans
	Democrats

	Agricultural Affairs
Even Days, pm, Room EW20
Secretary: Susan Werlinger
Email: hagri@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1137
	Chair Ken Andrus 
Vice Chair Judy Boyle 
Darrell Bolz 
Shannon McMillan 
Gayle L. Batt 
Maxine T. Bell 
Lucinda L. Agidius 
Thomas Dayley 
Steven Miller 
Paul Romrell 
Thyra Stevenson 
Julie VanOrden 
	Donna Pence 
Mat Erpelding 

	Appropriations
State budgets, revenue, appropriations
Daily, am, Room C310
Secretary: Kathryn Yost
Email: happ@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 334-4736
	Chair Maxine T. Bell 
Vice Chair Darrell Bolz 
George E. Eskridge 
Jeff Thompson 
Marc Gibbs 
Steven Miller 
Thyra Stevenson 
Rick D. Youngblood 
	Shirley G. Ringo 
Phylis K. King 

	Business
Banking/insurance issues
Odd Days, pm, Room EW41
Secretary: MaryLou Molitor
Email: hbus@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1139
	Chair Frank N. Henderson 
Vice Chair Jeff Thompson 
Gary E. Collins 
Brent J. Crane 
Joe Palmer 
Vito Barbieri 
Gayle L. Batt 
Lucinda L. Agidius 
Lance Clow 
Brandon A. Hixon 
Clark Kauffman 
Jason A. Monks 
Ed Morse 
Thyra Stevenson 
Rick D. Youngblood 
	Elaine Smith 
John Rusche 
John Gannon 

	Commerce and Human Resources
Wages/hours, unions, retirement
Odd Days, pm, Room EW05
Secretary: Jeanne Clayton
Email: hcom@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1149
	Chair Stephen Hartgen 
Vice Chair Neil A. Anderson 
Thomas F. Loertscher 
Robert Anderst 
Douglas A. Hancey 
Steven Harris 
James Holtzclaw 
Ron Mendive 
Paul Romrell 
Julie VanOrden 
	Phylis K. King 
Holli Woodings 

	Education
Public schools, colleges, universities 
Daily, am, Room EW41
Secretary: Mary Tipps
Email: hedu@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1148
	Chair Reed DeMordaunt 
Vice Chair Pete Nielsen 
Paul E. Shepherd 
Richard Wills 
Linden B. Bateman 
Judy Boyle 
Lucinda L. Agidius 
Lance Clow 
Terry Gestrin 
Steven Harris 
Wendy Horman 
Ron Mendive 
Julie VanOrden 
	Donna Pence 
Hy Kloc 
Janie Ward-Engelking 

	Environment, Energy, and Technology
Hazardous waste, sewage, recycling
Even Days, pm, Room EW41
Secretary: Jean Vance
Email: henv@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1128
	Chair Dell Raybould 
Vice Chair George E. Eskridge 
Eric R. Anderson 
Stephen Hartgen 
Reed DeMordaunt 
Pete Nielsen 
Jeff Thompson 
John Vander Woude 
Neil A. Anderson 
Robert Anderst 
Ron Mendive 
Jason A. Monks 
Ed Morse 
Janet Trujillo 
	Elaine Smith 
John Rusche 
Holli Woodings 

	Health and Welfare
Health/child care, welfare
Even Days, pm, Room EW42
Secretary: Irene Moore
Email: hhel@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1138
	Chair Fred Wood 
Vice Chair Christy Perry 
Douglas A. Hancey 
Frank N. Henderson 
Brandon A. Hixon 
Luke Malek 
Ed Morse 
Paul Romrell 
John Vander Woude 
	John Rusche 
Susan B. Chew 

	Judiciary, Rules, and Administration
Courts, prisons, attorneys, juvenile justice
Odd Days, pm, Room EW42
Secretary: Stephanie Nemore
Email: hjud@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1127
	Chair Richard Wills 
Vice Chair Lynn M. Luker 
Pete Nielsen 
Darrell Bolz 
Linden B. Bateman 
Shannon McMillan 
Christy Perry 
Kathleen Sims 
Thomas Dayley 
Wendy Horman 
Luke Malek 
Kelley Packer 
Mark Patterson 
Janet Trujillo 
	Grant Burgoyne 
Carolyn Meline 
Shirley G. Ringo 

	Local Government
City/county governance, taxing districts
Even Days, pm, Room EW05
Secretary: Jeanne Clayton
Email: hloc@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1147
	Chair Lenore Hardy Barrett 
Vice Chair Kathleen Sims 
Vito Barbieri 
Lynn M. Luker 
Christy Perry 
Lance Clow 
Douglas A. Hancey 
Steven Harris 
James Holtzclaw 
Wendy Horman 
Luke Malek 
	Susan B. Chew 
Hy Kloc 
Carolyn Meline 

	Resources and Conservation
Water quality/rights, fish and game, river restoration
Odd Days, pm, Room EW40
Secretary: Susan Werlinger
Email: hres@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1136
	Chair Lawerence Denney (new)
Vice Chair Marc Gibbs 
JoAn E. Wood 
Lenore Hardy Barrett 
Mike Moyle 
George E. Eskridge 
Dell Raybould 
Ken Andrus 
Paul E. Shepherd 
Fred Wood 
Judy Boyle 
John Vander Woude 
Terry Gestrin 
Steven Miller 
	Donna Pence 
Mat Erpelding 
Janie Ward-Engelking 

	Revenue and Taxation
Sales/property/income taxes 
Daily, am, Room EW42
Secretary: Janet Failing
Email: hrev@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1125
	Chair Gary E. Collins 
Vice Chair JoAn E. Wood 
Lenore Hardy Barrett 
Mike Moyle 
Dell Raybould 
Lawerence Denney 
Neil A. Anderson 
Robert Anderst 
Thomas Dayley 
Stephen Hartgen 
Clark Kauffman 
Mark Patterson 
Janet Trujillo 
	Grant Burgoyne 
Mat Erpelding 
Carolyn Meline 

	State Affairs
Statewide policy issues, such as elections, abortion, electric utility deregulation
Daily, am, Room EW40
Secretary: Lissa Cochrane
Email: hstaf@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1145
	Chair Thomas F. Loertscher 
Vice Chair Gayle L. Batt 
Eric R. Anderson 
Ken Andrus 
Lynn M. Luker 
Brent J. Crane 
Joe Palmer 
Kathleen Sims 
Vito Barbieri 
James Holtzclaw 
Shannon McMillan 
Jason A. Monks 
Kelley Packer 
	Elaine Smith 
John Gannon 
Holli Woodings 

	Transportation and Defense
Fuel taxes, state/local highways, motor vehicle issues
Even Days, pm, Room EW40
Secretary: Jane Clark
Email: htran@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1146
	Chair Joe Palmer 
Vice Chair Paul E. Shepherd 
JoAn E. Wood 
Richard Wills 
Linden B. Bateman 
Frank N. Henderson 
Lawerence Denney 
Terry Gestrin 
Marc Gibbs 
Brandon A. Hixon 
Clark Kauffman 
Kelley Packer 
Mark Patterson 
Rick D. Youngblood 
	Shirley G. Ringo 
Phylis K. King 
John Gannon 

	Ways and Means
Used to quickly introduce and/or stop legislation
On Call, pm, Room E403
Secretary: Brenda Walters
Email: hway@house.idaho.gov
Phone: 332-1120
	Chair Eric R. Anderson (new)
Mike Moyle 
Brent J. Crane 
John Vander Woude 
	John Rusche 
Grant Burgoyne 
Donna Pence 






