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2011 Budget Review

After weeks of information and misinformation about Idaho’s revenue shortfalls, JFAC finally took the “bold” step to set a revenue number so that this week they begin to set the 2012 budgets.  JFAC agreed to use the Governor’s recommendations of 2011 revenue growth of 4.2% and 2012 revenue growth of 3%. Even with this positive economic growth, the Idaho state general fund budget will still show a budget short fall of almost $92 million. All state agencies were ask to submit to JFAC how they would handle up to a 5% additional cut in their budgets.
2012 Governor Budget Overview

The Governor Otter recommended that substance abuse treatment and prevention receive $25,629,200 and $3,153,700 from the Millennium Fund.  The Governor is also asking for $1,859,200 from the Millennium Fund for community based substance abuse treatment.
2012 Millennium Fund Committee Report

Because of the Governor’s recommendation to fund some of the Substance Abuse Treatment Program out of the Millennium Fund budget it has become important to track the Committee’s recommendations. 

The Millennium Fund is money Idaho receives as part of the Tobacco Settlement.  Every year the Millennium Fund Committee looks at the available money and program requests.  Many of the programs requests include non-profit organizations that provide programs on tobacco cessation and other related programs. This year the Millennium Fund had $7,577,700 to allocate. 
 It took eleven motions before the Committee could agree the on how to spend the money.  The Committee recommended $910,000 less for substance abuse treatment than what the Governor had requested.  This Committee also recommended cutting the Meth Project by $250,000.
JFAC has their say-

While the Millennium Fund Committee makes recommendation, JFAC has the final say.  On Feb. 23, JFAC heard the Committee recommendations and then Rep. Fred Wood offered a substitute motion.  He argued that with the current budget crisis, they had to look at immediate needs of the State. He argued that nothing had work as well to reduce Idaho’s prison population as substance abuse treatment. With regards to funding of the Meth Project, Rep. Wood argued that if you saved one person from using Meth you essentially saved one prisoner.  In the end the $910,000 and the Meth funding was restored. Rep. Wood cautioned us that these numbers are “tentative” as JFAC still had to address the budget shortfall.
Next Step:

The Office of Drug Policy is schedule to have their budget set by JFAC on Tuesday, March 1 at 8:00 am.  The substance abuse treatment and prevention is scheduled to have their budget set by JFAC on Wednesday, March 9th  at 8:00 am. These budget hearings can be seen on the Legislative web page at http://www.legislature.idaho.gov.  Click on audio and video.

