Behavioral Health Stakeholders,

The newly established Behavioral Health Interagency Cooperative met for an initial meeting on March 7, 2011. The members of the Cooperative asked that the Governor’s Office provide you this update about the group’s status and next steps.

The Governor reviewed the Behavioral Health Transformation Work Group’s Plan for the Transformation of Idaho’s Behavioral Health System of October 28, 2010.  While he did not support changing the Office of Drug Policy to a Behavioral Health Transformation Office with a Director of Transformation, he did support establishing the Behavioral Health Interagency Cooperative.

The Executive Order 2011-01(EO) was signed by the Governor to establish the Behavioral Health Cooperative with the specific intent to continue the cooperation between executive agencies and other branches of government as they work on issues related to behavioral health. The EO provides for a two-year sunset of the group to evaluate the group’s progress and status. A potential extension is dependent upon a number of things, including whether legislation is needed to support the work, what requirements are necessary to respond to potential changes in the health care system, and the status of a potential managed health care system.

The Cooperative is responsible for reviewing the BHTWG’s Plan for the Transformation of Idaho’s Behavioral Health System and taking action on its recommendations. Their action is expected to continue the fiscal cooperation established by ICSA.

Because of the fluidity associated with health care changes in general, the EO establishes a connection between the Governor’s Idaho Health Care Council and the Behavioral Health Interagency Cooperative. The two groups are expected to coordinate in the development and implementation of their respective plans that respond to all aspects of anticipated change in health care delivery services and systems.

The EO requires the Governor to appoint a Chair for the Cooperative. The Governor suggested that the group nominate its choice for confirmation. The group unanimously voted for Richard Armstrong, Director of the Department of Health and Welfare, to chair the Cooperative. This nomination was accepted by the Governor. Director Armstrong’s Division of Behavioral Health staff will assist him and the Cooperative in facilitating the transformation efforts. As funds become available, the Director and the Cooperative may explore hiring a program manager to concentrate on implementing behavioral health transformation.

Director Armstrong committed to bring to the next meeting of the Cooperative individual memorandums of understanding for each member agency. These MOUs will outline the deliverables of the Division of Behavioral Health, Substance Use Disorder Services Bureau. The department’s objective is to continue the collaboration of ICSA and strengthen interagency relations with sound policy documentation, and meaningful operations reports. Consideration will be given to consolidating regional boards once there is a clear and consistent understanding at the community level of the new role.
 
Having completed the initial phase of research and planning, we are now able to move forward with developing policy to support recommendations presented in the Transformation Plan. Your continued involvement and support is much appreciated as we move into this next phase in behavioral health transformation.

Tammy Perkins
Office of Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter
Senior Special Assistant 
Health and Social Services


 












