Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, Region 2
Regional Advisory Committee of Substance Abuse
3rd Floor, Lewiston State Office Building
03/07/12
Dennis Grey Chair
Jim Ruggio Vice Chair
Also in Attendance were: Beverly Fowler, Dean Allen, Dana Boyd, Kris Stensrude, Darrell Keim, Debbie Winchester, Sharlene Johnson, Christine Winter, Doug Steel, Ron Beecher
The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am.

Beverly gave us an update on the Mental Health Board and offered to be the RAC representative. Dana Motioned it, Kris seconded, unanimously voted on in agreement, Beverly is now the RAC representative for the Mental Health Board.

Kris gave us an update on the JJ SUD meeting and what was discussed at the meeting on 3/6/12.

There was a general discussion of the state of Clearwater County and the problems currently being seen in that area with law enforcement and community support, or lack thereof.

Dean discussed the current problems associated with providing services to rural areas and how the IDJC system is looking at hiring clinicians who would be paid by the state to cover services in those areas.

There was a continuation of the discussion of what has been happening in Clearwater County for clarification of the issues involved in the situation, including lack of reasonable consequences being provided, lack of significant parent involvement, and lack of reasonable, responsible referral.

Debbie discussed the resources currently available through Idaho Housing and the problems through Probation and Parole that have recently been seen. Dean furthered discussion about how the State Probation and Parole Dept. is looking at making Case Management a required part of the process of getting through the probation system.

Ron gave a report on JFAC and the current legislation being looked at. No major changes in fiscal budget for mental health or substance abuse. Over $50,000 has been delegated to reinstate the suicide prevention hotline so we will no longer be the only state in the union without a hotline. Ron explained how the legislation for the Transformation project is moving slowly, but we can expect to see things start changing by the end of the year. Ron is hopeful that by the summer we will have a good idea of the legislation that we will be dealing with. He recommends that we start working on developing a joint meeting by this summer to specifically for working on the integration process. Ron furthered discussion regarding future legislation at the state and federal levels that he foresees having an effect on this region and how we as a board are likely to be affected by the proposed changes.

Beverly and Christine continued the discussion of changes in legislation that are coming and how the credentialing program is going to affect agency ability to provide effective services. Ron talked about how the new RAC/MH board could fund some of the expense for credentialing.

Ron and Beverly began a discussion of the funding system for IDOC and how it is affecting other areas as far as increased expenses and increased waiting times as well as reduction in overall level of care available.

Christine talked about some options being considered in legislation for case management service increases. This led to discussion of other fiscal issues that have been featured in local news, which specifically identified private providers as being the most effective way to use funding being made available.

Ron returned discussion to the effective use of clinicians’ time by meeting with a mixed board of mental health and chemical dependency to get the transformation process started. Beverly discussed how difficult it has been to get clinicians to come together when the time spent at these types of meetings is time that isn't being paid for or making money for their agencies.

Beverly started a discussion of the Mental Health Board and RAC to look at what kinds of things they each can do, the stigma associated with being on the RAC versus the MHB. This discussion reflected the current problems on this board that aren't on the MHB, what is working for MHB, and how we would like to see things change to capitalize on the strengths of each program.

James discussed the difficulties of getting a community providers meeting set up. Christine and Debbie discussed options available through the internet as a resource for getting communication started. The board opened for general discussion the options and opportunities they have seen and would like to see become available.

Dean talked about the case management training on 4/13 in CdA at the health and welfare office. Dean discussed the funding issues that he is seeing and how BPA is working to address the issues as they come up.

Darrell discussed the ICADD scholarship, only one application has been received so far, and needs to be in to Darrell by 3/14/12, and we still have 3 scholarships still available.

Sharlene talked about the Kamiah Community Partners Coalition services she is working on, legislation she has been following for prevention work in this region, and progress she has been seeing across the community.

Debbie talked about section 8 housing and how extra funding means that people are going to be coming off the waiting list to receive services. There are over 1000 people currently on the waiting list for services based on referrals. Housing counseling is back to being fully funded for people not yet on section 8 housing.

Doug talked about the Idaho College Health Coalition and the prevention service efforts occurring on campus locally. Doug reports he currently is working with both mental health and substance use clients in his work at the college and would like to get more information on services in the community he can refer out to.

Darrell discussed the National Drug Turn in Day on 4/28, Lewiston usually does their turn in a week before this date at the fair. Kamiah is working to make a permanent arrangement for turn ins as well.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:55am. 

Next RAC Steering Committee Meeting will be: 4/4/12 at 9am at the State Office Building CRSD Office.
Next RAC Meeting will be: 5/2/12 at 9am State Office Building at 3rd floor conference room.
