Region 2 - RAC Meeting
November 3, 2010

Present: Dean Allen, Dana Boyd, Jim Crowley, Eleanor Downey, Brian Dulin, Scott Douglas, Beverly Fowler, Dennis Gray, Darrell Keim, Sharlene Johnson, Duncan Leonhardy, Vicky Malone, Layci Peer,  Brian Pope, Rob Schmidt, Melinda Sonnen, Kris Stensrude, Phil Waggoner, Debbie Winchester, Christine Winter

Minutes of July 7, 2010 RAC meeting reviewed and approved.

Darrell called group’s attention to the October/November Idaho Health and Welfare Newsletter. Idaho has been selected as an ATR III grant recipient. Idaho will receive approximately $13 million to be divided over a four year period. Providers and referral sources will be kept up to date on the details of the grant.  Training on grant writing for Block grants from the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment will be held November 9.

Lewiston Childrens Mental Health Coalition is moving forward with their Anti-Stigma Campaign in the schools. Liz Chavez has secured permission to imbed mental health materials in the elementary school curriculum and will also teach kids how to advocate for kids.

Drug Drop Off Project – Darrell continues to work on the Drug Drop Off Project in Region 2. The next one will be held in Orofino. There is a permanent drop-off box in Moscow.

Health and Welfare Budget – The anticipated $350-400 million short fall will mean major cuts in the Health and Welfare budget for staff and services.   

Rural Law Enforcement on Meth is increasing in Idaho as the result of a grant in order to bring Idaho in line with the federal guidelines.  There is some discussion about making sudephedrine available only by prescription. Currently there are 8 states that require prescriptions and there is discussion about a bill in the 2011 Idaho legislature. A state coalition is being developed around High Internet Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDRA).

Patricia Kempthorne Award- Nominations for the annual award are due to Darrell by November 15.

Behavioral Health – Vicki Malone – Cooperation between mental health and substance abuse treatment providers was addressed in conjunction with a question at the previous meeting:

Questions for DHW Behavioral Health: What is the expectation/vision from the bureau and/or ICSA regarding the DHW mental health staff and their involvement with SUD providers? For example, there is regular communication/coordination/consultation with a client’s probation officer (PO to treatment and treatment to PO). 
Mental Health to ask clients to sign a release of information upon intake. 
BPA-Dean Allen – Clinicians completed clinical supervision training and scored well on their exams. Clinical file audit begins in November and will use old tool. NTR funding will commence by the end of January for providers to misdemeanor drug clients. An oversight committee will be appointed. Adolescent treatment may be limited with regard to services for adolescents transitioning out of residential facilities. There is a need for services in the form of a half-way house. Currently there is only one in Idaho. Is it possible for therapeutic foster homes to fulfill that need in Region II? 
Mental Health Board – Dean Allen – There will be several positions open on the Regional Mental Health Board due to election results. Dean will resign as Chair of the Board to avoid any appearance of a conflict of interest because of his role with BPA. Between January – December 2011, the RAC and Mental Health Boards will be integrated into one Board with increased decision making power and a number of active committees. 
RAC – Christine Winter will become Chair of RAC on January 1, 2011. Two names were suggested for Vice Chair of RAC: Kris Stensrude and Sharlene Johnson. 
Two motions voted on and approved by RAC:
· RAC supports the work of the Region II Behavioral Health Steering Committee
· RAC will nominate a member for the Committee and will it as a regular agenda item
Phil Waggoner and Bev Fowler were nominated for the Behavioral Health Steering Committee
De-tox Facility – Layci Peer reported that the SAMHSA grant for a detox unit was not funded.  The grant received a 73 with the suggestion that an in depth needs assessment supplying actual numbers be conducted. United Way will be involved in conducting the needs assessment

Duncan informed the group that there is $5million dollars in grant money coming available in January from Drug Free Communities funds.  

