REGION II MENTAL HEALTH BOARD MEETING

September 9, 2010

Present: Darrell Keim , Barbara Kauffman, Beverly Fowler, Tom Stroschein, Dalton Lombard, Chris Goetz, John Allen, Melissa Anstine, Teresa Graber, Ron Buck, Jim Rehder, Teresa Wolf, Alice Hardy, Carrie Soldatek, Vicki Malone, Eleanor Downey,

Gary Moore, Pamela Hirsh, Lisa Martin, Brian Pope, Joyce Lyons

Absent:  Dean Allen, Casey Meza

Welcome and Introductions – Chris Goetz

August Minutes – Unavailable

State Hospital Report 

· 95 admissions

·  28 days – current median length of stay

·  2 re-admits in 30 days

Mental Health Updates – Gary and Vicki 

· Operational mental health benchmarks being developed in order to track data mental health service delivery

· Adult mental health cannot refer Medicaid clients out for psychiatric services due to shortage of service providers, currently referring to Snake River Clinic

· At present no psychiatrist to fill upcoming vacancy at St Joes

· St Joes booking appointments 6 months out

· Peer Support Counselor with national certification was hired for 19 hours per week. Will provide support group for graduates of Mental Health Court, support group for adult mental health clients, his office is Adult Mental Health

Mental Health Court – Lisa Martin

· Nez Perce County – 15 clients

· Clearwater County – 10 clients

· Alumni group meeting once a month and has held fundraisers to purchase incentives for the court

· Impact of budget cuts – Drug testing funds reduced by $10,000. Counties need to increase their role in funding for this service and increasing client fees for participation in mental health court

Children’s Mental Health – Vicki

· Community Coalition organized by Liz Chavez

· Meets monthly

· Plan to develop embedded curriculum in schools to address mental health issues

· Target middle schools

· Reduce stigma around mental health and provide peer support

· Discussed potential as subcommittee to Regional Mental Health Board

RAC

· Third Annual Hands Across the Bridge 5:30 Friday, September 17

Telemental Health

· Grant money needs to be spent by December

· St. Joes still working on their part of the system

· Negotiating MOA with Grittman Hospital for three way link between families at Grittman site, nurse from Lewiston site, and child psychiatrist in Boise – system tested and working-waiting for MOA

· St Mary’s continues to make use of system

State Planning Council

· Needs representatives who are consumers and family representative with young child with mental illness

· Pam Hirsh will develop a bulletin to disseminate information to  those eligible to serve as representative

Transformational Work Group

· Need for services designed for individuals with dual diagnosis and integration of mental health and substance abuse treatment

· Need for adequate resources to provide services in rural area

· Boards recommendation to Transformation group due September 18

· Board reviewed Dean Allen’s reflections on Regional meetings.  Jim Rehder moved that Dean be asked to summarize his report stressing the need for greater emphasis on rural services. The motion was seconded by Tom Stroschein with a unanimous vote by the membership.  Chris will talk with Dean 

Board Vacancies

· Vicki working to contact Mike Haberman from the school system to service on the Board

Meeting adjourned at 3:30

