[image: image1.jpg]charitable assistance to community's homeless

v*/ﬂvv/l = - o .. .
= ° “»




CATCH (Charitable Assistance to Community’s Homeless) 
is a program designed to address and reduce the number of 
homeless families in the Treasure Valley. It is funded largely 
through donations from the faith-based and business communities. It puts families into housing for 6 months, rent free, allowing them to save resources for rent or to purchase their own home.

The CATCH model is based on the idea that the sum of community parts can do more than individual pieces.  For example;

· government agencies and business provide the financial support for program administration; and 

· business & faith-based organizations provide money and resources for the housing and basics like furniture and cookware.  

It follows the Housing First model of sheltering people by creating permanent housing instead of focusing on temporary solutions: if people have a home, they are more likely to succeed with support services like job training, welfare benefits and so on. 
In November of 2008, interested parties began the process of a CATCH start-up program in Canyon County. Community groups, businesses and government representatives met several times to see if there was the necessary support and interest for the program to be successful. The response has been more than anyone anticipated. Twenty companies, churches and government agencies have offered cash, in-kind contributions, food and even job training. Here are some of the organizations that have stepped forward to offer assistance:

City of Boise






City of Caldwell
Idaho Department of Health & Welfare


Southwestern Idaho Cooperative Housing Authority
IHFA Stimulus dollars 





United Way
Simplot Company





Wells Fargo Bank
Tomlinson & Associates




Petra Construction

Sorrento Lactalis, Inc.





Mountain West Bank
Save-Most Self Storage




WICAP
Caldwell United Methodist




Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints


Church of the Nazarene




Deer Flat Church




Evergreen Heights Mennonite Church


Grace Episcopal Church
The Canyon County program hopes to improve on the 85 percent success rate in Boise. The Nampa/Caldwell area faces a growing need to find adequate housing for families that are homeless. It is certainly no secret that there are hundreds of homeless families in Idaho and with our unstable economy these numbers will only increase. 

Additional corporate and private contributions to CATCH will be applied towards the funding of direct case management and rental assistance, enabling the program to serve more families. 
