Regional Advisory Committee for Substance Abuse

Region III—Caldwell  
11:00 a.m.

Meeting Minutes – September 16, 2009
Welcome, Sign In, Introductions: RAC Chair, Tricia Combs welcomed everyone and introduced herself.  Tricia reports that the organization Advocacy for Family Violence has received a stimulus grant for housing that will allow the purchase of ten (10) repossessed homes. They have refurbished several and are ready to rent them to Canyon County low income families.  They received two transitional housing grants.  
Lori Farrens passed her LCPC test.  Jette with TVCRC – standing meeting on October 6th at 10 am at DHW Caldwell with a focus on energy assistance.  
Sherry Johnson has been assigned to Region 3 DHW and can be reached at 334-5934 or email at johnsos2@dhw.idaho.gov.  
Jeff Morrell with Redmont Health has 2 applications in process:  1 Tx and 1 RSS for Region 4.

Tess with the Family Place also passed her LCPC test and brought along a new employee.  
Jim with WACSAC reported that they only had 1 person attend the beverage server training and would like to increase attendance next time by having the sheriff department send out the notices.  Also on October 22nd from 5:30 – 6:45 pm, Officer Galloway will be presenting “Alcohol…Enforcement and Prevention” at the Weiser Vendome.  WACSAC is also working on a “Model Bedroom Project” where they will have a school build a model bedroom that can travel to different areas.  The bedroom will have 100 items hidden that are indicators/pre-cursers to substance abuse among youth.  Parents tour and list the items they found, then are educated on the items they missed.  Next WACSAC meetings are 09/22/09, 10/13/09, 11/09/09.   WACSAC did not obtain funding from the DFC grant for 2009/2010, however, will be re-applying for 2010/2011 once they receive their feedback on the application.  
Tricia Combs with AAFV/Hope’s Door/Bell Counseling advised us that Bell is open and accepting clients in Payette for S.A. Tx.  They have applied for 2 transitional housing grants and are using stimulus money to purchase homes for rent to low income families.  These families are screened through the shelter and they should have 10 homes/townhouses purchased with their funds.

Game Time International/Leadership First will be holding a gala event on Saturday, October 3rd to celebrate the opening of their School without Walls inside Karcher Mall.  For more information, contact Krissy Blandford at 921-1809.
Interagency Committee Update:  Tricia presented the newsletter that was received the day of the RAC meeting.  It was distributed for review.
RAC Prevention & Sub-Committee:

Greg Munson, Prevention Committee Chairman, reported that all of the Prevention Grant money has been allocated.  It will serve 180 classrooms in Region 3 and they are currently in-line with their prevention plans.  They added the Caldwell School District and Parma School District.  He also reported that WACSAC is really doing a lot of great work in the rural counties.
RAC Provider Sub- Committee:

Sherri Molina was not in attendance.  There was a sign up sheet that went around at the June RAC meeting, however, a sub-committee has not officially been formed.  This was tabled to the next meeting.

Recovery Day Celebration:
Joy and Tricia provided an update that this was the most attended Recovery Day out of the 3 events so far!  Anywhere between 600-800 families participated in the 3rd Annual Recovery Day celebration at the Caldwell YMCA.  Mayor Nancolas opened up the day with the proclamation and along with Senator McGee and Ross Mason helped Tricia emcee the days event.  Senor Ricardo Pineda from the Mexican Consul was on hand to report on the progress of opening the 49th Mexican Consul in Idaho.  He will be working closely with cities and counties to provide information/resources to the Hispanic community.  There were over 15 resource vendors, Dog Gone It provided hot dogs, C&R Catering provided the $1 tacos, Schwan’s provided $1 ice creams and donated $.50 back to the YMCA for a youth scholarship.  The Caldwell Fire Department and Tyler Bailey with the Smoke Free 83 race car were on hand to provide tours.  The bounce house, music, games, raffle prizes, belly dancing and Zumba expo also kept everyone entertained.  We received a $600 cash donation to purchase bikes and helmets for three age groups.  We were able to purchase 5 bikes and helmets with Wal Mart donating the 6th bike and helmet.  Hope’s Door also donated a scooter that was raffled off.  Joy put together a photo slide show of the day and will post it to the RAC Region 3 website.  This event is not possible without all of our volunteers, resource vendors, community partners, and RAC members who support the event each year with a lot of planning and hard work.

Updates:
Joy reported that CATCH is up and running with a new case manager and the first family.  She said that they will ultimately be able to work with 12-13 families and more when they receive stimulus funding allowing them to hire another case manager.
Joy asked that you submit to her any events/information you would like to have posted on the new and improved RAC Region 3 website. 
Joy asked that anyone interested in WITS/GAIN training should email her.  If there’s enough response and an opportunity for training, she will be proactive in requesting it for Region 3.

Sherry Johnson reported on the IDAPA rewrite.  There will be public hearings/webinars held in October for additional feedback that will be presented to the Board in November.  If you have feedback or suggestions, please provide them as early as possible.
Lori Farrens asked if anyone knows how to get a 12 step recovery group started and was advised to contact hospitals and institutions or an AA/NA affiliated office for more information.  She also asked for more information on Walkin The Talk that Penny does at Rimrock.

Next meeting date is December 16, 2009 in the DHW Sawtooth Conference Room from 11 a.m. –2 p.m.

