REGION V REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & WELFARE

Thursday, April 14, 2011  
Present:  Kim Dopson, Cindy Scott, Brenda Grupe, Marsha Stallones, Lewis Andrews, LeWaynne Jungert, Rachel Silvaz, Dawn Anderson, Carmalin Resz, Brent Evans, Nancy Kunau, Debbie Thomas, Jim Tibbs, Frank Knight, Jaime Goffin, Ronda Case, Lauri Heward, Jack Colmore, Bill Brockman, Megan Silva, Annette Ludington, Jennifer Homberg, Bev Ashton, Gary Kaufman
	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Meeting was held at Adult Mental Health on Harrison Road, Twin Falls.
	Introductions and Welcome. 

	

	Approval of RAC Minutes for February 10, 2011.
	No corrections or additions
	A motion was made to accept the Minutes as presented by LeWaynne Jungert, and seconded by Dawn Anderson. Minutes approved with no corrections or additions.

	Update from Behavioral Health Services 
	Brenda Grupe reported that the Mental Health Board has been recruiting new members to ensure they have membership that aligns with the BHTWG recommendations.  New priorities have been set for client access and care delivery. 
	

	Update from DHW Division of Substance Use Disorders
	Kathy Skippen and her staff joined the meeting via conference call.  
Michael Bartlet reported on ATR that 93 clients in system currently with referral rate increasing steadily but still needs to increase. Regarding Juvenile Transitional Housing, the rules are written and need to work with BPA about providers who will deliver the services. This will be about 45 clients per year for about 90 day stays. Currently there is no provider in this region. Discussion occurred about strict licensing requirements. Brenda Grupe suggested that Bill Campbell and John Hathoway  be consulted about the barriers.  

Regarding National Guard this has been broadened to include military reserve in all branches of service. BPA has the change orders in process but no services being delivered yet. 

Ryan Phillips reported on RSS providers for this region with Precious Cargo being approved as transportation provider.  

Kathy reported on SUD funding to include contracting directly with DHW and BPA by Drug Courts and IDOC but DJC is still discussing how to mange the funds for each county. Decision to come by end of April.  
Regarding BHTWB efforts, DHW Director Armstrong has been named the chair. He reports intent to coordinate with SUD providers.  No decisions about RAC but know the importance of RAC and mental health advisory groups. 

Discussion regarding communication efforts as some providers reported that judges for misdemeanor cases seem not to know about ATR funds. Kathy explained that the ICSA department heads are to communicate to their agencies but this wasn’t always happening so there is currently navigating what and how to communicate with Judges in a direct manner.  

Providers shared concern over few referrals coming in from Adult misdemeanor probation under ATR. Jennifer Homberg shared barrier being a result of the LSI-R training needed by staff. This is being addressed.  Currently there are 3 TF county cases. 

To date SUD budget is 2 million over spending mostly due to court ordered assessments and treatment.  This will be addressed by tightening the access and with incentive checks to providers being held for 4th quarter. 
	

	ICSA Update
	Bev Ashton reported that this committee will probably transform into the BHWTG  compliment.  Department of Juvenile Justice is meeting with Juvenile Justice Administrators next week about their ideas on how to spend funding in preparation for FY12. Restorative Conferencing workshop will occur on April 28th with Judge Ingram and Bev Ashton. 
	Bev will email workshop flyer to all RAC members. 

	Update from DHW CRD – Lewis Andrews
	Update on budget. Lewis reports there is enough money to discuss having a Request for Proposal for about 3 projects of $200 each to spend the end of year budget funds. 
Provided update on Patricia Kempthorne awards and that Marlene Yardley received Region 5 award.  ICADD scholarships were awarded to Cathy Shaddy, Terrie Harris and Kevin Pettus.   Bill Brockman reported on his time at awards to include discussion with many legislators regarding Youth Stabilization Fund. Debbie Thomas reported on her discussion with representative.  
	

	Prescription Drug Committee 
	 Gary Kaufman reported that 20% of law enforcement agencies have programs in place with no cost to the agency.  In mid February 800 pounds of drugs with about 150 pounds of that being from take back programs was destroyed. Gene Ramsey, Blaine County Sherriff has an ongoing event.
April 30 is Operation Medicine Drop from 10 am – 2 pm at Canyon Ridge High School in Twin Falls. 
	Flyer about Operation Medicine Drop will be distributed to all RAC members. 

	Tobacco/Alcohol Diversion Court


	Nancy Kunau reported that the program has been in operation for 18 months. Millennium funds again will fund for next year. There were 150 youth serviced as of March 15, 2011 with only 5 returned for new citations within 12 months. Discussed the power of parental involvement and coroner presentation.  
	

	Update from BPA
	No report
	

	Update from Benchmark
	Annette Ludington reported that the funding applications are currently out with due date of April 29, 2011.  She reported briefly on good outcomes from this region including Walker Center- Life Skills Training, Catholic Charities-Nurturing Parents and Child Protection Drug Court-Strengthening Families.
	

	Update from Specialty Drug Courts
	Marsha Stallones reported that Adolescent Drug Courts currently has 16 youth with 3 new referrals. She complimented the great team working with her and discussed the increased issue with designer drugs including Bath Salts, Love, Spice, etc. 
	

	State Board for Rural Law Enforcement Methamphetamine Initiative
	Jim Tibbs provided an update on the Meth Initiative including review of State work plan goals. 

· The High Intensity Drug State designation is in process. 

· The Pseudoephedrine state law to mirror federal law was not heard in the legislation

· Community coalition building is in process with a mini summit on May 25 at Jerome ISP from 1-5 pm.  
	

	Other Items
	Walker Center announced the hiring of Megan Silva, LMSW and the start of outpatient services for adults and adolescents in Gooding facility. 
	

	Next Meeting:

June 9, 2011 at 9:30 am at DHW on Poleline Road. 
	Meeting adjourned.
	


