REGION V REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & WELFARE

Thursday, June 9, 2011  
Present:  Kim Dopson, Cindy Scott, Marsha Stallones, Lewis Andrews, Dawn Anderson, Carmalin Resz, Nancy Kunau, Debbie Thomas, Jim Tibbs, Jaime Goffin, Lauri Heward, Jack Colmore, Gary Kaufman, Donna Pence, John Hathoway, Bill Campbell, Tristan Sollis, Linda Wright
	Issue
	Discussion
	Action

	Meeting was held at DHW on Poleline Road, Twin Falls.
	Introductions and Welcome. 

	

	Approval of RAC Minutes for April 14, 2011.
	One correction recorded
	A motion was made to accept the Minutes as indicated with the correction by Lewis Andrews, and seconded by Dawn Anderson. Minutes approved with no corrections or additions.

	Update from DHW Division of Substance Use Disorders 
	No report from office of drug policy available. 
	

	Update from Behavioral Health Services
	Bill Campbell reported that he is staying in his position at Behavioral Health. 

John Hathoway reported that the state is moving towards a capitated system and that Requests for Proposal will be forthcoming. The Behavioral Health boards are identifying two gaps in services to be presented to the governor for Regions 5, 6, 7 they were identical being a lack of adequate funds for voluntary services. Client can be stabilize with medications, stable housing, small amount of money for hygiene products and this reduces the need for high levels of care that are more expensive.  Regarding the Medicaid shortfall, the budget was 139 million short but the legislature found 100 million.  Legislature left in tack the RAC and BH collaborative so RAC will continue even when ICSA sunsets on June 30, 2011.  Importance for ongoing collaboration is imperative and John thanked Debbie Thomas, RAC chair for attending MH board meetings.  John provided an update regarding legal challenges to the system in region 7 with D7 Treatment Services for SUD brought by group of treatment providers about judges being on the board of D7 and referring clients to that organization and then the mandatory use of DBT for all SUD clients is in question.  Positive aspects of “one stop shop” were presented. It also was announced that Kipp Dana has left this organization for a new job in Wyoming. 

Jim Tibbs suggested that CAPP present to RAC and Dawn Anderson agreed to arrange with for the next meeting. 
	

	ICSA Update
	No report. Bev Ashton was unable to attend.
	

	Update from DHW CRD – Lewis Andrews
	Update on budget. Lewis reports there is currently $541.61 with one bill to be paid for a current balance of $342.00.  Decision was made to spend $300 on prescription take back brochures. Gary Kaufman will arrange for those to be invoiced and printed before June 30, 2011. 
Lewis also agreed to start report monthly on expenses in FY 2012 even though he does not get an official report monthly but rather quarterly. 

RAC Chairperson position – the position term was scheduled to end on June 30, 2011 but after discussion regarding the transitions and fact that there is no current co-chair, the decision was made and approved to have Debbie Thomas remain as chair person with Kim Dopson serving as co-chair for FY 2012 and then Kim Dopson will move into chair person position in FY 2013.  
	

	Prescription Drug Committee 
	Lewis Andrews and Gary Kaufman reported on the 
April 30 -Operation Medicine Drop at Canyon Ridge High School in Twin Falls.  420 pounds of drugs were gathered this day with 100 pounds being at Canyon Ridge High School. Next event is being planned for October 2011. 
	

	Tobacco/Alcohol Diversion Court


	Nancy Kunau reported that recently the numbers were lower and she contributes this to cold weather and no one being outside partying.  The drug of choice for youth continue to be marijuana event though the charge was tobacco.  Currently the youth are much younger 11-14 years old and judges are ordering the parents to attend all sessions.  
	

	Update from BPA
	Jaime Goffin reported that funding processes are changing due to direct allocation of funds to each stakeholder with them deciding how to spend the funds.  Provider survey regarding training needs for military as part of ATR grant has been distributed following the change with ATR to have any branch of the military eligible.  Provider training through the VA will be developed to assist with PTSD, Opiate use, MH issues and TBI.  Life Skills funds will be available beginning September 1, 2011.  Adolescent Safe and Sober Housing funding was also added but no current providers. Safe House is being approached. The daily rate will be about $70 per day.    Discussed fact that Medicaid clients are not getting transportation currently due to an issue with Medicaid transportation provider. Meetings are occurring but no resolution currently.  
	

	Update from Benchmark
	No report. Annette Ludington ill. But it was reported that the Prevention funds available are not known as of yet.  So contracting is on hold currently. 
	

	Update from Specialty Drug Courts
	Marsha Stallones reported that adolescent drug court is currently full. The new probation officer, Anna Hansen is doing a great job, is out in the community a great deal with many house checks.  Marsha reported she has increased data entry due to an additional list of minimum requirements to track.   Marsha reported there are volunteer opportunities to work with youth as part of the diversion boards (Neighborhood Accountability Board in Twin Falls, Kimberly and Buhl.  This is to work with first time offenders. Anyone who knows someone who may be interest, please contact Marsha.  
	

	State Board for Rural Law Enforcement Methamphetamine Initiative
	Jim Tibbs reported that the Jerome Mini Summit was attended by 21 with 16 being officers.  In addition the Jerome county prosecutor, county commissioner and council member were present.  Training on the PACT 360 program was presented.   The Rural Law Enforcement Grant ends September 2011. 
	

	Other Items
	Dawn Anderson reported regarding how Probation and Parole is impacted by the changes with funding.  The SUD funds will be used to add and additional DARS position and one clinician that will create an Intake Team by August that will do the GAIN I assessments for 1925/24 clients, probationers and parolees returning to community.   With the Work Center closing the displaced DARS from there will become the DARS with the Intake Team.  The clinician position interviews occur next week. It is still being planned regarding the amount of service the team can deliver but the length of stay in treatment will be no longer than 90 days and there will be a sliding fee scale for client accountability.  
Linda Wright reported on Problem Solving Courts that there were two graduations recently, the courts funds have remained the same in FY12 with no cuts but no increases either. Ada county has started a Veteran court and currently Twin Falls is having a tracking role only in this court.  A Domestic Violence court started in Mini Cassia area and they will be hiring a court coordinator for this.  

Donna Pence reported that she was at Legislative Council last week and that the projected revenue is 70 million over the conservative estimate and it looks like this will be added back into the educational budget.  The increase was from personal income taxes.  
	

	Next Meeting:

August 11, 2011 at 9:30 am at DHW on Poleline Road. 
	Meeting adjourned.
	


