Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant (SAPT) and Women’s Set-Aside

The Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant is an annual formula grant awarded to States to support a national system of substance abuse treatment and prevention programs and services. Title 42 U.S.C. 300x-22 and 300x-24(b) require that States allocate a percentage of their block grant dollars for certain set-asides, including the provision of services to pregnant women and women with dependent children. These services include 1) the delivery or referral for primary medical care for women; 2) the delivery or referral for primary pediatric care for children; 3) the provision of gender specific substance abuse treatment; 4) therapeutic interventions for children; 5) child care; 6) case management; and 7) transportation. 

Beginning in fiscal year 1995, the women’s set-aside became a performance requirement that provides States with the flexibility to expend a combination of Federal and non-Federal funds to support treatment services for pregnant women and women with dependent children. States are not required to establish additional new programs or expand existing treatment capacity above the capacity developed in fiscal year 1994. 

In addition to the dollar set-aside, States must ensure that pregnant woman and women with dependent children who seek or are referred for and would benefit from treatment services are given admission preference to treatment facilities receiving SAPT Block Grant funds. Further, States and the programs that deliver services are required to publicize their availability of services and the fact that these women receive such preference. If a treatment facility does not have sufficient capacity to provide services to any pregnant woman who seeks them, the program must refer that woman to the State who, in turn, must refer the woman to a treatment facility that is able to treat her. If no treatment facility has the capacity to admit the woman, then the State must make interim services available to the woman no later than 48 hours after she has sought treatment. 

For more information on the SAPT Block Grant, please refer to statute 42 U.S.C. 300x-22(c)(1)(C) and the interim final rule 45 C.F.R. 96.122(e)(viii) and 96.124(c)(d)(e). 

SAPT 2008 Block Grant information is available at http://www.treatment.org/SAPT2008.html 

