November 28, 2003

MEDICAID INFORMATION RELEASE 2003-92

TO:
Prescribing Providers, Pharmacists, Pharmacies, Hospitals, and Long-Term Care Facilities

FROM:
Paul Swatsenbarg, Deputy Administrator

SUBJECT:
ENHANCED PRIOR AUTHORIZATION PROGRAM FOR MEDICAID PHARMACY PROGRAM

Idaho Medicaid is implementing an Enhanced Prior Authorization Program during 2003.  The Enhanced Prior Authorization Program (EPAP) is designed to provide Medicaid participants the most effective drug that ensures the best health outcome at the right price. 

The program utilizes evidence-based reviews to develop criteria that will aid in the selection of the most appropriate medication for the participant. Twenty-five (25) major drug classes will be subject to the evidence-based review over the next 3 years.  The first four (4) drug classes to be reviewed include proton pump inhibitors (PPI), COXII NSAIDs, triptans and statins.
The Enhanced PA Program consists of two new features:

•
An automated system (called SmartPASM) will mean faster turnaround for a majority of prior authorization requests at the pharmacy

•
Evidence-based review of drug classes to aid in determining prior authorization guidelines utilizing a Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee.

The Pharmacy and Therapeutics (P&T) Committee is made up of doctors, pharmacists, and other healthcare prescribers representing a range of medical specialties and geographic locations. The P&T Committee evaluates evidence-based clinical information, current Medicaid utilization data, and net Medicaid cost in order to make recommendations to Medicaid on prior authorization guidelines.  

Idaho Medicaid has had a prior authorization program for covered medications for several years.  The EPAP program will enhance the PA process within selected drug classes.  Overall, the recommendation of medications to be excluded from PA within a reviewed drug class will be based primarily on objective evaluations of their relative safety, effectiveness, and clinical outcomes in comparison with other therapeutically interchangeable alternative drugs, and secondarily on cost.

Look for further information with EPAP program details in future information releases or in the MedicAide Bulletin. If you have any questions about this Information Release, please contact the Medicaid Pharmacy Unit at 208-364-1829.  We appreciate your continued participation in the Idaho Medicaid Program.
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