
EARLY CHILDHOOD COODINATING COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

SpringHill Suites, Boise

May 1, 2008
Present: Stan Burton, Dianne Waldemarson, Sherry Iverson, Diane Helton, Lisa Richards Evans, John Hathaway, Ellen Neff, Janice Fletcher, Robin Pewtress, Dieuwke Spencer, Ida Gustin, Phylis King, Jonna Wingert, Marybeth Wells, Carolyn Kiefer, Joan Krosch, Amber Seipert, Eldon Wallace, Mary Jones, Julia Robinson, Melissa Bandy, Cameron Gilliland
Staff: Larraine Clayton, Emily LaRocco
	Topic
	Presenter
	Discussion
	Action

	Welcome, introductions

	Sherry Iverson

Amber Seipert
	· Ice breaker included introductions and a beach ball exercise.

	

	Minutes
	Sherry
	· Dieuwke made motion to accept the minutes for February 8, 2008 meeting. Approved.
	February minutes approved

	Vision and Mission
	




 All
	· Dianne Waldemarson discussed her experiences with displaying the EC3 Vision and Mission in her work place.
· Marybeth Wells, Ida Gustin and Diane Helton received laminated copies of the Vision and Mission and will share their experiences at the next meeting.
· 




	Received a children’s book for participating
Members received copies of the Mission and Vision and will share their experience at the next meeting.


	Framing the Common Vision
	Larraine
	· The distinction between an advocacy group and the ECCC was discussed. The council’s activity with legislators is to provide education and information. The mission states we provide Leadership, Education and Coordination. 
· Some frustration was expressed with how to advocate for children when the council is not an advocacy group.  Individual council members recognized a need to identify priorities and deliver the message to advocacy organizations to advocate for the children.
· Reviewed the article “Common Vision Different Paths” developed by Zero to Three. Three critical areas of  early childhood were presented in the article and included:          
1. Physical and Mental Health: insurance, prenatal care, well-child visits, etc.                                                                                           2. Family Support Services: parenting education, supportive work and family policy.
      3. Early Care and Learning: Head Start, quality child care programs
      and identification of children with special needs.
In all early childhood systems, a single focus area seems to stimulate the momentum for change.
The article was sent to council via e-mail April 25, 2008.

	

	Maternal Health
	Sherry
	· Sherry discussed the importance of maternal health and understanding maternal depression.  
· Between 3-10 days after having a child “baby blues” can start to appear due to hormonal changes, exhaustion, role changes, etc. Most women move out of the baby blue stage, but for some women, post partum depression can occur and last for up to 2 years.  
· Treatment for post partum depression is fairly simple and includes counseling and sometimes medications.
· Doctors have the ability to determine if the mother is at high risk for post partum depression. The risk factors include: feeling depressed during pregnancy, using drugs and/or alcohol to cope with stress, having a c-section, being on bed rest, having a medically fragile infant and also having multiple children.
· St. Luke’s has a program that educates individuals and providers to help identify maternal depression.


	

	Head Start Reauthorization

	Executive Committee
	· Merging the ECCC and Head Start State Collaboration Advisory Council was proposed to help strengthen the partnership of leadership, membership committees and plans.
· Phylis King made a motion to draft a letter proposing full merging of leadership, membership, committees and plans to be sent to all committee members for input and giving the executive committee the power to move forward and process the merger. Seconded by Carolyn Kiefer. Approved. 
· A white paper explaining the pros and cons of merging was distributed to Council.
· 









	
Motion Approved to draft letter and move forward with merger under the directions of the executive committes.

	Infant Toddler Update
	

Mary Jones
	· Region V has been selected for the next Focus Monitoring visit that will be looking at service coordination.  The indicators are being developed for the visit which will be July 23-25.
· A proposal has been presented and discussed with Medicaid regarding Part C service coordination activities.

· Regulations will allow target groups to receive service coordination under contract for a waiver for freedom of choice

· Working toward tighter control of service coordination

· IT would be provider for infant and toddler service coordination

· IT would enter negotiated rule making with Medicaid
· The Infant Toddler Annual Performance Report is online at the IT website.
· A handout containing the information was distributed to Council.
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 


	

	Recognition of Council Members and Celebration
	All






	· John Hathaway, Lisa Richards Evans and Dianne Waldemarson were recognized and celebrated for their time and contributions to the council.
· Sherry Iverson will no longer be the chair but will remain on the council.
· Each member received a motivational book.

· 






	

	Medical Home
	Sherry

	· Sherry discussed the importance of children having medical homes which helps establish relationships between families, children and their physicians.
· Bright Future Components were passed around for review which demonstrated what a medical home should entail and look like.
· Handouts and information about the Medical Home were included in the meeting packets.      

	

	Idaho Voices for Children
	Julia Robinson
	· Julia gave background information about Idaho Voices for Children and discussed the importance of different groups coming together for a common vision in early childhood education.
· Julia invited the ECCC to help develop the policy agenda for Idaho Voices for Children. If interested see website idahovoices.org
· 3 handouts containing the information were included in the meeting packets.

	

	Region V letter
	Cameron Gilliland
	· The letter from the council, in response to region V and the Department, was sent in January. The letter regarded contract and natural environment issues and was discussed. A report comparing regions on a statewide basis was developed. An overview of the reports were discussed which showed that contracts statewide are for therapy and service coordinating which includes speech therapy, physical therapy, occupational therapy and developmental therapy. The main areas addressed were travel, how meetings are paid for, consultation, evaluation, etc. Most of the issues seemed to evolve around travel. The federal mandate which commits a program to natural environments was emphasized.
A copy of the Region V letter was provided in meeting materials.

	

	SCHIP Annual Report
	Robin Pewtress

	· The review of the 2007 SCHIP annual report was presented. 

· A copy of the SCHIP annual report was e-mailed to council members prior to meeting.
· 
· 
· 
· 

	

	Early Learning Guidelines
	Carolyn 

	· A statewide team is developing a resource of foundational child development information, Idaho’s Early Learning Guidelines. It will be the source of materials for parents and providers and link to professional development, assessment, curriculum and systems work.  Current guidelines work includes having a professional facilitator, working teams, draft framework addressing 5 domains: of physical wellbeing, social and emotional development, communication language and literacy, content knowledge and approaches to learning. The guidelines will be aligned with the Idaho K-12 learning standards. 
Handouts were distributed to council showing a small portion of what the ELG will look like.


	

	Update on State Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Grant

	Larraine
	· Attended the National SECCS grant meeting.
· The ECCS grant is a continuation grant for the next year.

· The work for the next year will be completing the Community Assessment which looks county by county at what is happening around early childhood.
· The Early Childhood Information Clearinghouse (ECIC) is a web based site through idahochild.org which contains many resources for parents, providers and professionals. Currently working to make the site more user friendly and accessible. 
· A job announcement has been posted for the VISTA project to help work with city and county decision makers to develop a more consistent format of child care licensing. If you are interested or know of anyone who may be interested please contact Larraine.
· 
· 


	


	Committee Reports
	Policy Committee

Carolyn

Finance Committee

Stan

Membership Committee 

Dieuwke
Public Awareness

Joan
	· The Policy committee plans to gather data on blood lead levels in children with consideration due to the federal mandate of Head Start to test every Head Start child.
· Reviewed all seven budgets and will discuss with regional chairs at the Statewide RECC meeting May 2, 2008 for budget approval.

· Would like to wait until a complete list of new member nominations is available before nominating new members.

· Carolyn made a motion that the membership committee review list of new members for nomination and vote, then submit nomination to ECCC by June 15, 2008.  Seconded by Dieuwke. Approved.
· Discussed the Back to School campaign and the possible use of billboards and other media to advertise the event.  The Back to School campaign is an attempt to get children enrolled in health insurance. 
· 


	Nominations will be completed by June 15, 2008.

	Coalition for Early Childhood Education
	Eldon Wallace
	· Discussed the Coalition for Early Childhood Education supporting the Pre K coalition.
· Handout containing the information was distributed to Council. The information is also available at: www.ceeidaho.org 
· For discussion and questions please contact Eldon Wallace or Melissa Bandy.





	

	Meeting dates and times


	All

	· The Executive Committee will determine the upcoming meeting dates, times and frequency.


	Will send meeting dates to ECCC for planning.

	Announcement
	Carolyn

	· Early Years 2008 is scheduled for November 18-19th at Boise State University. If you need information or have suggestions for presenters please contact us!


	


	Next Meeting
	All

	· The next ECCC meeting is scheduled for September 12, 2008.

       Location: TBD 
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