IMPORTANT – PLEASE READ

Provider and Patient Information

July 17, 2006

Dear Idaho Prescriber,

On December 31, 2008, the FDA will no longer allow any prescriptions for albuterol to contain its current propellant – Chlorofluorocarbon (CFC), and all such canisters of albuterol or like medications must use Hydrofluoroalkane (HFA).  In the interim, there have been shortages of albuterol canisters as manufacturers convert to the HFA propellant.  With the associated increased cost of HFA container materials challenging payor systems to define a reimbursement/payment strategy for this essential rescue/chronic medication, substitution of propellant vehicles has been limited by affordability, and also by variance in understanding of generic substitution issues.
In order to avoid lack of emergent or chronic access to CFC or HFA albuterol by a patient, and the associated increased morbidity and utilization of emergency departments, and to assure greatest availability of the medication regardless of propellant source, as well as eliminate many call backs to prescribers by pharmacists for alternative authorization if out of stock, the Board of Pharmacy has authorized substitution of CFC and HFA as needed without contacting you.

In summary, when prescribing albuterol MDI for your patients, substitution of CFC and HFA propellants is authorized by the pharmacist.  However, substitution of albuterol and levalbuterol, because they are not equivalent drugs, will not occur without permission from the practitioner.

We are hopeful this will solve most issues that arise during this conversion period, and as payors make allowance for this substitution.  Please contact any of the signatories if you have further questions.
Bob Seehusen
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