IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE (IDHW)
CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES
VOLUNTARY PLACEMENT AGREEMENT
I/We ___________________________________________, the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of

____________________________________, a minor child, and the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare (IDHW), Children and Family Services, enter into this voluntary agreement for the out-of-home placement of said minor child.  The parties agree to the following:
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Agrees:
1) to the placement of their child into the care and under the supervision of Children and Family Services; 

2) to participate in making decisions for their child and in developing and implementing a family plan;
3) to cooperate with the Department, including the temporary caretakers, and utilize services in working toward family reunification with the child or other permanency plan; 
4) to visit the child at times reasonable and consistent with the child’s best interest and as specified on the case plan and to remove the child from the placement only upon prior notification to the Department;
5) to authorize the IDHW to apply as representative payee for any benefits the child is eligible to receive, and to use such funds to cover the cost of care and services provided the child; and 
6) to reimburse the Department a reasonable share of costs by cooperating with the state Child Support Services program in determining the amount of support owed and pay support consistent with policy and any administrative or court order. I understand I/we will be contacted by the local child support services program office to determine the costs due the Department as well as the schedule and method of payment. 

IDHW Agrees:
1) to maintain regular contact with the family and child and provide services to assist in reunification of the family and child or other plans for permanency as agreed upon by all parties;
2) to provide placement in an appropriate alternate care setting for the child consistent with the child and family’s best interests for safety, health, permanence and general well being.  Such placement shall, to the extent possible and depending upon resource availability, be in close proximity to the home of the parents.  Additionally, the placement will be the least restrictive setting capable of meeting the needs of the child and the duration of this placement will be kept to the shortest time frame necessary;

3) to arrange with the provider of the out-of-home care, reasonable visitation between the family and child; 
4) to assist in providing and/or arranging those services identified and agreed upon in the case plan; and
5) to keep the family informed of the child’s placement, health and educational status.
Limitations To This Agreement:  
The parties understand the parent(s) or guardian(s) retain legal custody of the child with all the rights and responsibilities.  The parties further agree the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) retain the right to terminate this agreement at any time provided a minimum of 24 hours written notification to the Department of their intent to return the child to their care.  IDHW may end this agreement at any time with written notice to the parent, or with the commencing of a court proceeding.  The effective date of this agreement is _________________.    This voluntary agreement for out-of-home care shall be in effect until _____________, but no longer than 180 days from the date of placement. The placement may be extended if upon judicial review it is determined that continued placement is in the child’s best interest. 
_________________________________      __________
_______________________________     ___________
     (PARENT OR GUARDIAN)                        (DATE)                   (PARENT OR GUARDIAN)                       (DATE)
______________________________________________ 
 _______________________________     ___________
     (DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE)

                                     (TITLE)                                    (DATE)
Note:  Voluntary foster care placement must comply with the Indian Child Welfare Act.  Consent by the parents must be in writing and recorded before a judge and accompanied by the judge’s certificate that terms and consequences of consent were explained in detail to the parents or Indian custodian and understood by them. 
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